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The Life of Rest 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Matt. 11:28-30 


O HAVE the weight lifted 
When burdens are heavy, 
From wearisome labor 
To find the strain gone— 
Ah, this is what rest means, 
Christ’s rest for the weary, 
And they only have it 
Who are His alone: 
Who take His yoke on them 
And learn the sweet lesson 
That all things with Jesus 
Are easy to bear, 
And learning of Him 
Who is meek and lowly 
A life of true rest in the Lord 
We may share. 


When Our Work Seems in Vain 


It is no wonder that those without 
God sometimes ask about life, What is 
the use of it all? But the Christian 
should not entertain this thought. God 
has a place and a use for every one 
of His children and gives us bright 
promises for the future. The climax to 
the greatest chapter on the Resurrection 
is a wonderful watchword for all ‘Chris- 
tian workers, which may be analyzed 
thus: “Therefore’—because the Lord 
Jesus rose bodily from the grave and 
gives us assurance of our own bodily 


resurrection. “My beloved brethren”— 
an evidence of the transforming grace 
of God in the life of the Apostle Paul, 
for there was a day when, he says, “I 
verily thought with myself, that I ought 
to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I 
also did in Jerusalem: and many of the 
saints did I shut up in prison, having 
received authority from the chief 
priests; and when they were put to 
death, I gave my voice against them” 
(Acts 26:9, 10). Since then the love of 
God had been shed abroad in his heart. 
Now follow two exhortations: “Be ye 
stedfast, .unmoveable”—like the Lord 
Jesus, who “stedfastly set his face to 
go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51); and the 
Apostle Paul who, as he faced the pros- 
pect of “bonds and afflictions” jin Jeru- 
salem, said, “But none of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God” 
(Acts 20:24). “Always aboundimg in 
the work of the Lord’—and in his Sec- 


ond Letter Paul tells how this may be 
done: “And .God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, al- 
ways having al] sufficiency in all things, 


‘may abound to every good work” (2 


Cor. 9:8). (Note the seven words of 
enabling and abundance, all beginning 
with the letter “a,” in this latter prom- 
ise.) . And finally, there is one of those 
golden promises, meant for every be- 
liever and made by the faithful God 
who cannot lie, “Forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Here in one com- 
pact verse is comfort, founded on the 
rock, Christ Jesus; command, which we 
can do through Christ who strengthen- 
eth us; and encouragement, drawn from 
the fact that, whether or not others ap- 
preciate our work, God knows all about 
our labor and will reward whatever is 
done for Him. All who are weary 
and tempted to discouragement may 
drink freely of this well, which goes 
right down to that water of life that 
flows through all of Scripture, “the 
streams whereof shall make glad the 
city of God,” and the people of God. 


The Billy Graham Story 


A review of “Billy Graham—The Personal Story of the Man, His Mes- 
sage, and His Mission,” by Stanley High. (McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 


York 36; 


proach this .recent biography of 

Billy Graham with a dual preju- 
dice: against the author and the evange- 
list. They are skeptical of Stanley 
High’s ability to appraise Dr. Graham 
and his work because of the author’s 
past record, as, for instance, his. educa- 
tion at the Boston Schoo] of Theology 
and editorship of the Christian Herald. 


Sb Christian readers will ap- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For they all saw him, and were 
troubled. And immediately he 
talked with them, and ‘saith unto 
them, Be of good cheer: it is I; 
be not afraid” (Mark 6:50). 




















$3.95.) 


But within the’ last two years Mr. 
High has had a revolutionary spiritual 
awakening; and his lohg experience 
as a journalist, his regular contribu- 
tions to the Saturday Evening Post, and 
his present position as a senior editor 
of the Reader’s Digest leave no doubt 
as to his skill as a writer. Many have 
heard or read criticisms of Billy Gra- 
ham, or questions about him, therefore 
they discount his ministry. However, 
the Christian reader should treat this 
book as he would any other, noting its 
amazing array of facts, and measuring 
by Scripture the impressive story of Dr. 
and Mrs. Graham’s spiritual experiences 
and home life and the outline of his 
beliefs and preaching. C. S.’ Lewis, the 
famous English writer and Cambridge 
University professor, said, “I’ve noticed 
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that those who really know Billy Gra- 
ham and have heard him often invari- 
ably speak well of him; those who speak 
otherwise have generally seldom seen 
or heard him.” P 


ILLIAM FRANKLIN GRAHAM, 

Jr., was converted under Evange- 
list Mordecai Ham in Charlotte, N. C. 
Grady Wilson, his close friend and asso- 
ciate since then, went forward with 
him. “The two practices which he does 
not let up on,” writes Stanley High, ... 
“are Bible study and prayer. ... In one 
pocket or another, he always carries a 
Bible or a pocket Testament. He wears 
out one a year. Given two or three un- 
interrupted minutes, out it comes. ... 
For Billy Graham, the Bible, from cover 
to cover, is the divinely inspired Word 
of God.” Family prayers were held reg- 
ularly in the Graham home, and soon 
after his conversion Billy’s mother “set 
aside a period every day for prayer 
devoted solely to Billy and the ‘calling’ 
she believed was his, . . . She stiil con- 
tinues them, though now her prayer— 
with a text drawn from Second Timothy 
2:15—is that what he preaches may 
meet with God’s approval.” He is a 
graduate of the Florida Bible Institute, 
and gives much credit to Déan John R. 
Minder for his influence on his life. 
Though he and his parents had been 
members of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, he 
was later immersed, became a member 
of and was ordained by the Southern 
Baptist Church. “Of all the men I have 
known,” says Billy Graham, “only my 
own father and Dean Minder at the 
Florida Bible Institute have influenced 
my life as deeply as Dr. Bell” (his 
father-in-law, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, phy- 
sician and surgeon, and for many years 
medical missionary in China). 

Fine pictures of wholesome, godly 
homes are given in chapters 6 
and 7, describing the family back- 
grounds of Billy and Ruth Graham. 
(Incidentally, the date of his birth is 
wrongly given, the correct one being 
November 7, 1918.) The four children 
in the Graham home were used to long 
days of hard work on the dairy farm, 
trained in the Bible and the Shorter 
Catechism, and heard their parents fre- 
quently pray for them. One minister 
said, “I’d rather have Frank Graham 
praying for me than almost anyone else 
I know.” One summer Billy was suc- 
cessful.as a Fuller Brush man, “out- 
selling every other salesman in the 
Carolinas.” In the fall of 1940 he en- 
tered Wheaton College, and there he 
met Ruth Bell, who became his wife 
after their graduation in 1943. Before 
he met her he had heard that she was 
both beautiful and a devout Christian 
who got up at five every morning for 
Bible study and prayer. “I remember 
that autumn day when I was introduced 
to her,” says Billy. “The light in her 
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face! I had been told she was a woman 
who got up at five every morning to 
pray. She still gets up ahead of any 
of the rest of us to spend time alone 
with God.” 

Ruth McCue Bell was born on the 
mission compound at Tsing Kiang Pu, 
China, in June, 1920, where her parents 
were medical missionaries of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S. When he 
discusses Ruth Bell’s Christian experi- 
ence, High’s comments are inadequate 
and could give a wrong impression, for 
she, like many others, cannot name the 
day of her conversion; but she is trust- 
ing only in Christ as her Saviour, and 
is out and out for God. Prayers are 
held twice a day with their four chil- 
dren in their home, and Ruth says: “The 
Bible stays open in the kitchen all day. 
Whenever there is a spare minute, I 
just. grab that minute and spend it with 
the Bible.” She set down a list, drawn 
partly from Proverbs, of some things 
“A Mother Must... ,” and this is 
summarized in this chapter. Ruth Gra- 
ham seldom makes speeches, but at a 
dinner in Glasgow when a tribute was 
paid to her, she replied: “I want you 
to know that I would rather be an 
evangelist’s wife than anything else in 
all the world. And I also want you to 
know—maybe you've guessed it—that, 
as for being this particular evangelist’s 
wife, ’d rather have Billy Graham, part 
time, than anybody else in all the world, 
full time.” 

There are in this book several good 
photographs of Billy Graham and his 
family and some of the crowds to whom 
he has preached. 


HE London campaign is described 
largely in Ruth Graham’s letters to 
her folks at home. These are unusually 
well written, in a free and easy style, 
with the homey little details that one 
likes to read, touching descriptions of 
the singing of the tremendous crowds, 
some humorous incidents, side lights on 
famous personages, and facts showing 
how mightily God is blessing Billy Gra- 
ham’s preaching. One cannot help notic- 
ing that He gave the evangelist and his 
wife special wisdom to answer the sharp 
questions of skeptical British reporters. 
Stanley High tells how Billy Graham 
became a widely known evangelist in 
Los Angeles in September, 1949. Here 
it was that for the first time organized 
prayer support was set up weeks in 
advance, and “by the time the crusade 
began more than one thousand prayer 
groups had been formed in and around 
Los Angeles.” These groups are still a 
vital part of every campaign, and more 
than 500 in Scotland, another 500 in Eng- 
land, North Ireland, and Wales were 
meeting regularly weeks before the 1955 
crusade began in Glasgow. High traces 
Billy Graham’s experience at Western 
Springs, Ill, as pastor; his association 
with Torrey Johnson in Youth for 


“ versity in 1955, he wrote: 
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Christ; his acceptance of the presidency 
of the Northwestern Bible School, Min. 
neapolis, at Dr. W. B. Riley’s insistence, 
his resignation, and his launching out 
into full-time evangelism. 

Unfortunately, some people think of 
Billy Graham as a rash, publicity-seek- 
ing, money-loving, young evangelist 
who has a lot to learn. He would be 
the first to agree to the last point, but 
the other criticisms are quite unfair, 
His youth cannot be held against him 
(he is 38), the publicity has been thrust 
upon him, and the finances of his cam- 
paigns are exceedingly well regulated. 
He has no illusions about himself or his 
preaching. Just before the Greater Lon- 
don Crusade, he said: “I have one fear 
and that is that you may be looking to 
a man to bring revival. No man can do 
that, only the Spirit of God. We are 
here to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Before his mission in Cambridge Uni- 
“During the 
past week I have felt the tremendous 
opposition of Satan. I seriously doubt 
if at any time in my ministry I have so 
felt the powers of darkness. It seems 
as though the demons of hell had con- 
centrated against this mission.” At an- 
other time he wrote: “I don’t think in 
the past year I have had a greater strug- 
gle preaching than tonight. I wanted 
the floor to open up and let me fall 
through. Only a few people came for- 
ward to receive Christ at the end of the 
service. I have come back to the room 
deeply disturbed, discouraged. I some- 
times wonder why I am ever in the 
ministry.” Speaking of Billy Graham's 
trials, Stanley High says: “His travel- 
ing involves acute attacks of homesick- 
ness, much weariness, an occasional cold 
brought on by lack of proper sleep and 
exercise, indigestion brought on by lack 
of proper food and, in addition, all 
manner of less, but cumulatively not in- 
significant, discomforts, inconveniences, 
confusions, and irritations.” 


HOSE who doubt whether the Gra- 

ham campaigns are run on sound 
business and financial principles should 
be completely satisfied by chapter 9, “It 
Takes Money.” Here, for example, are 
copies of the reports issued by the cer- 
tified public accountants and the com- 
mittee of the Greater Nashville Evan- 
gelistic Crusade, Inc., in 1955. Also, 
there is a detailed description of the 
setup of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, Inc., comprising five mem- 
bers, and the work of the 125 Association 
employees in Minneapolis. Every morn- 
ing they “gather in a cleared space be- 
tween the files for a 20-minute devotional 
service, conducted, when he is there, 
by George Wilson.” “The seven women 
who read the ‘problem mail’ begin their 
day’s proceedings—before they have 
read a letter—with a special ‘season of 
prayer’ in which, as one of them ex- 


(Continued on page 150) 
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The Role of the Sunday School 


The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
tells why it is needed today 


UR world is in crisis. Around the | 
earth the forces of materialism 


wage an unrelenting assault upon 
the things of the spirit. At home one 
need only to look at recent statistics to 
realize that we are, in fact, sitting on a 
seething volcano of crime. 

Are we to be resigned in the face of 
the estimated 1,291,120 major crimes 
committed in the first six months of 
1956? How can we remain complacent 
when we realize that this is a 14.4 per 
cent increase in the estimated total of 
crimes committed in the course of the 
same period in 1955? And what is the 
augury for the future when a survey 
of 1,162 reporting cities reflects that 
arrests of persons under eighteen years 
of age increased 11.4 per cent in 1955? 

The thoughtful citizen will admit that 
the outlook is not reassuring, but he 
will not stop there. He is going to ask: 


“What has happened to us? What is 
responsible for this?” 
The triggers that spark individual 


crimes vary and it may often be inexact 
to point to one specific item and label 
it as “cause” and the crime as 
“effect.” But I do not believe 
it is inexact to say that the 
incidence of crime, particularly 
among juveniles, is a direct re- 
flection of the moral climate of 
the times in which we live. 


UR nation, with its philos- 

ophy of freedom, is based 
on faith. Alien forces within 
these shores have been striv- 
ing for years to subvert that 
freedom and destroy that faith. 
Scores of persons of shallow 
intelligence have, sheeplike, 
followed the lead of propa- 
gandists who strive to advance 
secularism to further their own 
Satanic ends. It has become 
fashionable in certain pseudo- 
sophisticated circles to become 
“realistic’—that is, to ignore 
the Ten Commandments and to 
labe] the teachings of Christ 
as a “milksop philosophy.” In 
such circles it is not considered 
“liberal” to be a devout Chris- 
tian or a devout Jew, or a de- 
vout anything. How, these 
Self-styled “truth-seekers” ask, 
can one adhere to a creed and 
remain “free intellectually”? 
Man as a spiritual creature is 
beyond “the comprehension of 
these cultists. They seem to 
adhere to a philosophy which, 
to paraphrase a recent in- . 


famous quote, goes something like this: 
“Orthodox religion restricts the soul— 
if we believed in the existence of the 
soul.” 

These people who believe in nothing 
are the most pathetic people in the 
world. They do not believe in God 


and cannot believe in themselves, yet * 


their earnest desire to believe in some- 
thing is manifest in their fervent wor- 
ship of unbelief. For these people, 
principle—immutable, fixed, unchang- 
ing principle—does not exist. For them, 
existence at the moment is the only 
thing of moment. It is easy for these 
unhappy people in their vacuum of 
nothingness to dismiss religion as the 
opium of the people and to ridicule 
the teachings of Christ, even though 
they may be totally uninformed as 
to what those teachings are. Many sim- 
ply have never been exposed to the 
philosophy of Christ. Some of them are 
victims of the cult of “let him grow 
up and make his own choice when he 
is sixteen or seventeen.” The perpe- 
trators of this dictum forget that in or- 





The Director of the F.B.I. 


By JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


der to appreciate great music or great 
art one must first have some knowl- 
edge of music or art. Who feels a surge 
of patriotic pride in country if he 
knows nothing of his country or its his- 
tory? Surely love and reverence for God 
must be nurtured if they are to grow. 
There are those who lack knowl- 
edge. There are others who, exposed 
to the truth, say, “I wish I had faith,” 
and, like the freezing man who shivers 
and stands by the thermostat with 
neither the interest nor the will to turn 
it on, refuse to take the first step essen- 
tial to fulfillment of their needs. 


HAT segment of today’s intelli- 

gentsia which is spiritually starved 
appears to be unaware of historical fact. 
Where did real freedom have its be- 
ginnings? Was it not Christ who em- 
phasized the inherent worth of the in- 
dividual?’ Today, the innate dignity 
of man commands . respect. only in 
areas where He is not outlawed. And 
where His Word has been outlawed, 
it lives. Again and again throughout 
history the positive principles 
Christ propounded have long 
since echoed in dynamic action, 
freeing men from tyranny and 
despair. His words still bear 
the flame of moral force, of 
right, of decency and truth. 
Two thousands years ago they 
lit eternal fires on earth, That 
dynamic philosophy which 
sparked our freedom and sets a 
solid premium on human worth 
is a precious heritage which 
must not be denied our chil- 
dren, 

We are responsible for the 
climate in which we live. Our 
sins of commission and of omis- 
sion are reflected daily in the 
life about us. We need no 
sheaf of statistics to make us 
aware of the growing scourge 
of juvenile delinquency or the 
developing blight of crime. 
One glance at a daily paper is 
enlightening on that score. 
And, we may ask ourselves, 
Are we directly at fault? What 
do the eyes of today’s child 
mirror on the bookshelves at 
the corner drugstore, the mag- 
azine racks, on the cinema 
screen, and on television? Does 
he, perhaps, see violence and 
immodesty emphasized? De- 
cency and honesty ridiculed? 
May he not, from what he sees 


(Continued on page 150) 
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What the Bookshop Offers 


Excellent books on Bible study and exposition, Sunday school methods, homiletics, 
missionary adventure, child training, and Christian fiction 


Frazee-Bower. (Bruce Humphries, 

Inc., Boston 16; $2.75.) As edi- 
tors of Christian journals well know, 
it is hard to find good poetry that 
is spiritual and true to the faith. Yet 
that rare combination is found in this 
collection by one whose poems have 
frequently appeared in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t TIMEs. 

Many of these are sonnets and all 
have the artistic touch. Mrs. Bower’s 
background, environment, and experi- 
ence have all contributed to these fine 
poems. She is the daughter of a land- 
scape painter and writer, wife of a 
musician, mother of five children, a 
public schoolteacher, as well as speaker 
and Bible teacher. She has been an 
invalid for some time because of an 
automobile accident, and her pain and 
helplessness have doubtless made her 
writings even more tender. 

There are fourteen groups of poems, 
on Praise, the Bible, the Cross, Faith, 
Prayer, and other subjects. Particularly 
good are those on Motherhood. “A 
Mother’s Prayer,” as her grown son leaves 
the home, “A Mother’s Request” (“What 
do I want for Mother’s Day?”), and “A 
Mother Dedicates Her Children” are 
gems. In one on the Bible (“The 
Book”) she speaks of “that tree whose 
roots are curled about our human need,” 
and urges the traveler to 

Stretch out beneath some great, 

reaching limb 

Of promise, and find rest and peace in 

Him. 

In many of these songs there are 
lovely pen pictures of the natural world, 
such as migratory birds, sparrows, 
springtime, and trees. “Paratrooper” is 
clever, illustrating the lesson to “let go 
—let God—for underneath are everlast- 
ing arms.” There are profound lessons 
here on the atonement, on trusting God, 
and on many truths of the Christian life. 
Many are based on Bible texts. 

In this collection of nearly one hun- 
dred poems there are those that will 
bring comfort to the sick and bereaved, 
many that pastors and teachers will 
want to quote, several for Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. A father 
or mother could well read one aloud 
from time to time at the table or fam- 
ily prayers, and all the poems will 
repay thoughtful, leisurely reading. 


The “Jesus Family” in Communist 
China. By Dr. D. Vaughan Rees. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 85 cents, - paper.) 
Caught behind the Bamboo Curtain in 
China, Dr. Rees of the China Inland 
Mission was sent to MaChung for two 


G Fest of Praise. By Helen 


far- 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








years. There in one of the country’s 
indigenous Christian centers, he learned 
together with the Reds, what the “Jesus 
Family” was like. Later when permit- 
ted to leave ChinayDr. Rees wrote this 
amazing account of his discoveries. 

The fifty-acre Utopia, headed by Mr. 
Ching, supported about 500 clean, happy 
Christians, all of them _ worshiping, 
singing, working, and learning or teach- 
ing. The children, strictly disciplined, 
were obedient and merry, though there 
was almost no organized play. 
child, when_ interrogated, declared his 
call to secular work as well as to 
preaching the Gospel. Agriculture came 
first among the many industries, but 
all life revolved around the chapel with 
its elders, pastors, and deacons. Here, 
each day began at 4 a.m. with an hour 
of prayer. Giving to the needy for 
evangelism was on a Pentecostal level, 
since it was nine-tenths or even more 
of the land produce. The Reds, viewing 
all this, were too astonished to hinder 
at first, but now, as the author sadly 
admits, the “Jesus Family” is scattered 
and its members murdered. 

The little book will be of genuine 
service to Christian workers from the 
Western world, helping them “master 
their overmastering personalities” and 
subduing them in Christ. 


Four Teens. By Dorothy Grunbock 
Johnston. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, II1., 
$2.) Jerry was feeling so low he had 
to look up to see bottom. Why had he 
ever been born anyhow? But Dan had 
the answer—from the Bible. When, over 
an ice cream soda, the question of sin 
came up, Dan answered that, too, from 
the same source. It was the samé when 
Jerry wondered if there was a God, 
only, this time, Dan added proofs in 
nature to those in the Book. This led 
to a discussion on evolution, then about 
the Bible and salvation. Here Debby 
and Joan entered the picture with a 
brand-new fudge recipe. At last Jerry 
was won to Christ, whereupon both 
boys concentrated on the two girls, for 
though Debby~was a professor, she was 
certainly not a possesser. Jerry found 
he had much to learn and had real 
storms to weather, especially in his own 


Each 


home. But Dan’s father, being a sure- , 
enough Christian, helped the boys im- 
mensely, clearing up such matters as 
dates and petting. Joan surrendered 
first, but it was some time before 
Debby, the pretender, let herself be 
conquered by the Spirit of God. As 
the cover states, this book is “the most.” 
It follows present-day youngsters in 
church and school, at home and at play, 
teaching Bible truth by definite texts. 
It is exceptionally helpful for ages ten 
to fifteen. 


Help Your Boy or Girl to Be Chris- 
tian. By Edmund W. Janss. (W. A. Wilde 
Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) What’s to be done 
when small Billy insists on battling 
with everybody, parents included? How 
can one cure racial prejudice in young- 
sters? In what way can a child be 
taught to take defeat cheerfully? Such 
are but a few of the problems that Mr. 
Janss helps to solve in this parental 
guide, which, as he states, endeavors to 
steer “a happy medium between the 
Scylla of experimentalism and the Cha- 
rybdis of a hickory stick.” 

Part One deals with the child’s quar- 
rels, his prejudices, his lack of 
sportsmanship and good manners, his 
laziness, his antisocial and sexual mal- 
adjustments. Part Two considers the 
positive side of the question, that is, 
leading the child’s mind and spirit first 
of all to a safe anchorage in Christ. 
One chapter then shows how to help 
him in school work, another explains 
how to make him creative, and a third 
how to choose a vocation. Still another 
is entitled, “Help Him Overcome Fears.” 
The last lesson offers a precious picture 
of death and what God intends it to 
mean to a child. Each chapter is well 
divided and closes with a summary in 
brief numbered statements, a most help- 
ful feature. The print is excellent. 


James, Your Brother. By Lehman 
Strauss. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New 
York 10; $3.) Are you sincerely inter- 
ested in spiritual growth? Would you 
like to have your interest in the Epistle 
of James aroused? Then, read “James, 
Your Brother,” a commentary that is 
practical, readable, and faithful to the 
Word of God. “A grumbler places his 
own limits on his usefulness in the 
service of the Lord” is only a sample of 
many thought-provoking and action- 
promoting statements. In almost every 
instance controversial passages are ably 
handled. The imagined conflict between 
Paul and James is resolved with the ex- 
planation, “James teaches that ‘faith 
alone saves, but the faith that saves is not 
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alone!’” The subject of divine healing 
is dealt with carefully and well. Ro- 
man Catholic abuses of certain texts 
(e.g., 5:14-16) are noted and answered. 
Some difficulty is experienced in the 
effort to reconcile the sovereignty of 
God with man’s free will, however. 
Each chapter concludes with some fine 
poem, although its relationship to mate- 
rial within the chapter is not always 
clear. There is a valuable index to the 
numerous Scripture texts employed. 


How to Run a Sunday School. By An- 
gelyn B. Sutherland. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.) What is the 
objective of Christian education? The 
author begins her study by answering 
that it is to bring people to a saving 
knowledge of Christ, adding that the 
Sunday school is the world’s greatest 
organization for doing this work. Hav- 
ing established the fact that the workers 
must be Christian in experience and 
witness, she then considers in detail 
their qualifications and duties. The 
teacher walks through several chapters, 
that on “How to Present the Lesson” 
being particularly useful. The impor- 
tance of a true worship period is 


\stressed, and “The Art of Storytelling” 


offers fifteen points for the novice to 
check and practice. Absenteeism is 
viewed from different angles while 
chapter fifteen gives a whole list of 
reasons why wiggle-tai] Bobby acts as 
he does, then describes a middle course 
in dealing with him. 

Part 2 takes up the various age 
groups, also the variety of teaching aids 
provided today. The chapter on “How 
to Increase Attendance” is filled with 
pointers old and new. Then follows 
“The Junior Church,” “Camps and Con- 
ferences,” “Necessary Equipment,” and 
the like. However, the roster of refer- 
ence books given at the close cannot be 
recommended without qualification, 
since their authors run a long gamut 
between Dr. Adam Clarke and the very 
liberal Grace Sloan Overton. 


More Power to the Preacher. By Da- 
vid M. Dawson, Jr. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) A 
prize winner in the publisher’s Chris- 
tian Textbook Contest, this volume on 
pastoral theology introduces the stu- 
dent to the functions of the Christian 
ministry. Subjects treated include the 
preacher’s attitude, ethics, devotional 
life; his preaching, counseling, and vis- 
itation work; pastoral administration, 
church music, and missions. These 
Pages are full of practical pointers 
gained both from the author’s experi- 
ence as a pastor, and from the experi- 
ences of others as observed by him and 
as read about in many books written by 
others. In this latter connection, it must 
be said that THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TrMeEs 
cannot recommend all of the titles listed 
in the author’s bibliography. But the 
work at hand is recommended as being 
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sound in the faith, hence properly spir- 
itual in emphasis, sympathetic and sane 
in its advice. Every minister of the 
Gospel, whether student or veteran, can 
profit by the reading of this compre- 
hensive yet concise discussion of the 
Christian duties of the Christian pastor. 
It will be to any reader both a treat 
and a treatment. 


Swords Drawn. By Anne Hazeltgn. 
(China Inland Mission, Philadelphia 44; 
40 cents, paper.) The title, chosen from 
one of Amy Carmichael’s moving poems, 
is befitting this remarkable record of 
the work of the China Inland Mission in 
Southeast Asia in the year 1955. The 
many devoted missionaries compelled to 
withdraw from China have spread out 
over Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, and es- 
pecially among the Lisu people, bringing 
the Good News of salvation to countless 
numbers of the hitherto unreached. 
During one year, seventy-three new 
workers joined the ranks and more than 
sixty Gospel centers were established, 
But it has been a continual fight against 
the powers of darkness, and every 
height stormed has been strenuously 
contested. The whole report is a grip- 
ping and thrilling story, full of amazing 
incidents of warm, human interest, rich 
in spiritual blessing. The names of per- 
sons and places are often mentioned, 
constituting a real call to prayer for 
these devoted servants of Christ, and 
for the seemingly defenseless native 
Christians whom Satan attacks. The 
note of triumph, however, rises above 
the noise of battle! An interesting item 
lists fourteen of the Mission’s veterans, 
whose terms of service united total 749 
years, and who were promoted to the 
Glory Land in one year. 


Philippians: the Gospel at Work. By 
Merrill C. Tenney, (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 
Dr. Tenney, dean of the Graduate 
School of Wheaton College, here pre- 
sents an able analysis of Paul’s Letter 
to the Philippians. The contents of the 
Epistle are clearly explained and ap- 
plied. Thorough, discerning, evangeli- 
cal treatment, with here and there an 
apt and fresh illustration, makes this a 
rewarding book. Lay folk, as well as 
specially trained students of the Word 
of God, will find this to be quite read- 
able material, satisfying to both head 
and heart. The outline that provides 
the framework for the exposition is in 
itself noteworthy, and, along with a 
Scripture index, greatly enhances the 
value and usefulness of the work as a 
practical and reliable aid to the Bible 
teacher and preacher. 


The Story of Stewardship. By George 
A. E. Salstrand. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) This book 
fills a gap in the annals of church affairs 
in the United States. It is a detailed 
history of stewardship in this country, 
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from Colonial days to the present time. 
The author spent much time in research 
and has brought together in this volume 
many pertinent facts and inspiring ac- 
counts of the teaching and the prac- 
tice of Christian stewardship. It is an 
interesting as well as an informing 
book. Individual readers will be chal- 
lenged by the examples of ‘faithful 
tithers; pastors will find useful material 
for sermons on the subject, both by way 
of statistical fact and true stories of 
faithful and fruitful stewardship. Every 
minister should have a copy of this 
work, both for his own sake personally 
and for the great help it will be to him 
for the good of his congregation, in the 
preparation and presentation of much- 
needed messages on this vital subject. 


Famous Stories of Inspiring Hymns. 
By Ernest K. Emurian. (W. A. Wilde 
Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) Sparkling with 
human interest and freshness are these 
true and well-told anecdotes having to 
do with some fifty widely known hymns. 
Some of the stories have come down 
through the centuries and from across 
the waters, while others are of very 
recent date. The reader walks through 
a gallery of vivid word pictures of com- 
posers and hymn writers. There are 
many surprises regarding some of the 
best-known hymns, as, for instance, the 
“Aliases” or pen names, and also why 
some are anonymous. The work is not 
simply a cold recital of facts, but it is 
conversational in style, rich in human 
personalities and historic events, and 
warmly spiritual] in its tone. An ideal 
source book for effective material to be 
used by song leaders and public speak- 
ers, or to be enjoyed at the home fire- 
side. 4 


Certainties for Today. By Lehman 
Strauss. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New 
York 10; $2.50.) “The word of the Lord 
endureth forever.” This series of six- 
teen sermons appeals over and over to 
the comforting truths of Scripture 
which assure the child of God peace 
of heart in this present confused age. 
The writing is simple, direct style with 
many Scripture listings. Especially 
noteworthy are the author’s messages 
on the Trumpet Calls, which give the 
significance of the trumpet to Israel and 
the application to the Christian’s life to 
worship, war, work, and watch for the 
Saviour. 


Thirty Years a Watchtower Slave. By 
William J. Schnell. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) The 
author knew the Lord as a youth and 
entered the Watchtower organization in 
Germany, little knowing its heresy and 
professionalism. Thirty years later, in 
America, he left it to enjoy the freedom 
of the Gospel. Along with his own 
heart-warming story, the author tells 
the history of Watchtower. This latter 


(Continued on page 162) 
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The Role of the Sunday School 


(Continued from page 147) 


and hears, assume that graft and corrup- 
tion are normal incidents of daily living? 

And what of the home in which to- 
day’s -youngster lives? Is it a place in 
which faith, love, discipline, sympathy, 
and understanding form an island of 
_ security in an-uncertain world? 

Today, against the background of de- 
linquency, crime, and threat of world 
conflict, what should be the role of the 
Sunday school? 

There is immense and vital power in 
the Word of God. But knowledge is 
needed to release that power. It is the 
role of the Sunday schoo] to dissem- 
inate knowledge of the basic truths 
upon which our civilization rests. It is 
through the Sunday school that the 
dynamic Gospel which Christ brought to 
the world must be made accessible to 
new generations. And it must be done 
in such a way that with it comes true 
understanding of that Gospel. 

We must assess the moral climate of 
today with a most critical eye and ascer- 
tain the degree to which it is responsi- 
ble for the present scourges of crime, 
delinquency, and subversion. If we are 
to change that climate—if the rampant 
materialism that is at the base of so 
many of today’s evils is to be forced 
into retreat—we must look to every 
spiritual weapon at our command. Cer- 
tainly the Sunday school is such a 
weapon. 


WAsHINGTON, D. C. 





Reprints of the above article, 
* with Mr. Hoover’s picture, may be 
obtained at 3 cents each, 25 cents 
a doz., $1.50 a hundred, $6 for 500, 
or $10 a thousand from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
At the end of the reprint there 
will be space for churches and 
Sunday schools to stamp or print 
their names and addresses as well 
as the hours of their services. 











“ 
The Billy Graham Story 


(Continued from second page) 


plained it to me, ‘We ask God to give us 
understanding and wisdom in classify- 
ing this mail and suggesting how it can 
be answered.’” It will surprise many 
to learn that Jerry Bevan, in charge of 
promotion, was at one time administra- 
tive assistant to Dr. Riley and teacher 
of Theology and Hebrew at the North- 
western Schools. : 

There are many who ask, “Does it 
last?” So High devotes a chapter to 
that question, telling how he went to 
England in the spring of 1955 to make 
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a first-hand inquiry. His report, by an 
experienced researcher, of interviews 
with ministers and laymen, including 
critics, is very impressive. In the fol- 
lowing chapter, “What Becomes of the 
Converts?” the author gives testimonies 
from peopld in all walks of life who 
were converted. 

The numbers of people to whom Billy 
Graham has preached in the last seven 
years ‘are staggering. For 72 nights— 
except three when there were serious 
storms—Harringay Arena, holding 12,000 
was filled to capacity. On a network of 
land wires these services were sent to 
capacity audiences in halls and churches 
in 400 communities throughout England, 
Scotland, and Wales. During the Glas- 
gow campaign at the Clydeside ship- 
yards, “at one meeting I attended,” says 
High, “2,000 men stood for three quar- 
ters of an hour in the driving rain to 
hear Billy Graham.” In the summer of 
1955 he preached to over 500,000 people 
in twelve cities in seven countries of 
Europe, and to tens of thousands in 
some of the big cities of India. In May, 
1955, a year after Harringay, for seven 
nights he preached at the huge Wem- 
bley Stadium. For five nights a cold 
rain swept his outdoor audience, yet he 
spoke in that week to more than 400,000 
people. On the last night 90,000 people, 
led by the great choir,’ sang, “To God 
be the glory, great things He hath done.” 

“The conclusion has finally become in- 
escapable for me,” says Stanley High, 
“that the single most convincing ex- 
planation of the power of Billy Gra- 
ham’s preaching is that he speaks ‘as 
one having authority.’ There is 
authority in the total absence from his 
preaching of words of equivocation, of 
‘if,’ ‘maybe,’ or ‘perhaps.’ ... His 
authority is rooted in... an authorita- 
tive, continually renewed experience of 
the presence of God.” Of Stuart Ham- 
blen, converted in the Los Angeles 
campaign, he says, “The consequences 
of his conversion cannot be reckoned by 
addition, but only by multiplication.” 
Writing of several famous converts, he 
says: “There are stories like these in 
every city where there has been a Billy 
Graham crusade: of individuals who, 
as a result of that crusade, became con- 
tagious Christians and for whom life’s 
most important business has become the 
spreading of that contagion.” 

In addition to his crusades, there is 
the radio broadcast, “The Hour of De- 
cision,” every Sunday, with a listening 
audience estimated at more than 20 
million; five evangelistic films; a syndi- 
cated newspaper column five days a 
week in 200 newspapers which have 28 
million readers; and two books with 
large circulations. 

How should this book be viewed as a 
whole? The Times is aware that it has 
been reviewed critically, where the re- 
viewer evidently concentrated on ques- 
tionable statements made by Mr. High; 
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and also knows that Billy Graham has 
evidently made statements publicly (i 
correctly reported) which the Trmgs 
cannot explain or fully approve. But, in 
reading this book, the Christian who 
accepts the whole Bible as the verbally 
inspired and infallible Word of God 
should keep certain things in mind: 
(1) Some of Mr. High’s own comments 
are questionable and unsatisfactory, and 
may. not always represent fairly Dr. and 
Mrs. Graham’s personal views; (2) for 
years the author companied with Lib. 
erals and still has much to learn of 
sound theology and the true Gospel; (3) 
this is the best and most complete biog. 
raphy of the evangelist yet published: 
(4) it tells the inspiring story of a man 
whom God is clearly using to win thou- 
sands of souls and reclaim backsliders 
in all walks of life; (5) “tender” people 
(as George Fox called them) will find 
their own hearts “strangely warmed” 
and their zeal renewed as they read of 
hearts broken and transformed and 
multitudes singing to the glory of God, 

Christian people should remember 
that Billy Graham is “a man _ sub- 
ject to like passions as we are,” that 
he may make mistakes but does not 
want to, that he is under constant temp. 
tation, trial, and criticism. He is con- 
tinually preaching the true Gospel of 
salvation through the blood of Christ 
to thousands of people, and Christians 
should uphold him by earnest, persistent 
prayer. 

They should remember him especially 
at the Throne of Grace before and dur- 
ing his New York City campaign, which 
begins on May 15. 


Easter in Your Sunday School 


PRIL 21 will be Easter Sunday this 

year and the intervening days will 
slip by almost before you are aware 
of it. 

Two different Easter services are 
available to help you prepare in your 
school for an interesting and inspiring 
observance of this important day. 
“Doors the Risen Christ Opened,” and 
“The Easter Command,” both by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, each provides respon- 
sive Scripture readings for the entire 
school and for departmental groups; 
recitations for various departments; and 
original Easter hymns set to familiat 
hymn tunes, thus making special re 
hearsals unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in col 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for your entire schoo] at $ 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup 
plies are limited, so mail your ordefs 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad 
dress The Sunday School Times Com 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadélphia 5 
stating which service and the numbé 
of copies you desire. 








3, 1957 


aham has 
blicly ‘(if 
1e TIMEs 
e. But, in 
tian who 
+ verbally 

of God 
in mind: 
comments 
‘tory, and 
y Dr. and 
3 (2) for 
vith Lib. 
learn of 
»spel; (3) 
lete biog- 
yublished: 
of a man 
vin thou- 
acksliders 
r” people 
will find 
warmed” 
y read of 
ned and 
y of God. 
‘emember 
1an_ sub- 
ire,” that 
does not 
ant temp. 
e is con- 
rospel of 
of Christ 
~hristians 
persistent 


>specially 
and dur- 
mn, which 


school 


nday this 
days will 
re aware 





ices are 
in your 
inspiring 
int day. 
ed,” and 
by Mary 
} respon- 
1e entire 
groups; 
ents; and 
familia 
ecial re 


> in con 
and they 
00] at % 
od. Sup 
r ordefs 
nt. Ad 
es Com 
élphia 5 
number 


Lesson for March 10 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES , ; (7) 


151 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. MARCH 10. UNLIMITED FORGIVENESS 
Matthew 18 to 20; printed text, 18:21-35 
Golden Text.—Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? "y saith unto him, | say not unto 


thee, 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? 
till seven times? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times: but, Until seventy times seven. 

23 Therefore is thes kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
certain king, which would take account of his servants. 

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord com- 
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. 

26 The servant therefore fell] down, and worshipped him, 
saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all, 

27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with com- 
passion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt, 

28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he 
laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay 


ntil seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.—Matt.-18:21, 


29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought 
him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all 

30 And he would not: but went and cast him intg prison, 
till he should pay the debt. 

31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord al] that 
was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 
him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me: 

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 

35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, 
if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





me that thou owest. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

S WE saw last week, a new divi- 
A sion of Matthew’s Gospel begins 

at 16:21, Presenting the King in 
His Passion. A new note is introduced 
there, the note of the cross. Even be- 
fore those events began to take shape 
which hastened our Lord to the cross, 
He was moving toward it as to a cer- 
tain goal. In other words, He was “liv- 
ing in His passion,” and in the subdivi- 
sion to which we gave this title, 16:21 
to 20:34, this week’s lesson is found. 

It will be noticed, also, that our pres- 
ent lesson is a part of the fourth great 
body of teaching, 18:1 to 19:1, to which 
we gave the title, The Problems of the 
Kingdom. A careful study of this por- 
tion will reveal that the problems un- 
der review are not concerned with the 
enemies of the Kingdom but with its 
friends, its servants. It begins with a 
lesson about greatness (vs. 1-4) in re- 
sponse to a question on the part of the 
disciples which indicated that some of 
them at least had their eyes on place 
and promotion. 

Following is a lesson on offenses (vs. 
5-14), with special reference to little 
children. While our Lord intimates that 
offenses in this sphere would come from 
the world, the indications are that they 
might also come from members of the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore He took 
occasion to insist on the rights of little 
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children in the fellowship of believers. 

Next is a lesson about discipline (vs. 
15-20). Our Lord warns us that one of 
the problems facing the new community 
would be that of one member wronging 
another, so He gave directives as to 
how these matters were to be handled 
for the salvation of the offender, and 
the well-being of the whole -group. 

Finally, there came the lesson. about 
forgiveness, which constitutes our les- 
son portion. This also came in answer 
to a question asked by Peter, and doubt- 
less elicited by what our Lord had said 
concerning discipline. 

If we were to analyze Matthew’s Gos- 
pel geographically we would have to 
make the division in 19:1, where we are 
told of His departure from Galilee. Our 
present lesson, then, ends the Galilean 
ministry as far as Matthew’s record 
goes. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 18:21—“. . . how oft shall ...I 
forgive him? till seven times?” Peter’s 
question was doubtless an outgrowth of 
Christ’s teaching in verses 15-17. For- 
giving seven times was the most mag- 
nanimous of the rabbinical suggestions, 
the more general being three times, 
based on Amos 2:4. 


-Verse 22—*“,. . . I say not ... seven 
times: but . . . seventy times seven.” 
The rabbinical generosity is put to 


shame by our Lord’s startling answer. 
Some fread “seventy-seven times.” 
Whichever is the correct reading, the 
real sense is that forgiveness is to be 


unlimited, not calculated mathemati- 
cally. 


Verse 23.—“. . . a certain king ... 
would take account of his servants.” 
The servants here are stewards, who 
had access to their king’s revenue. It 
was not unusual for slaves to fill the 
office of steward. 


Verse 24.—“. . . one was brought ... 
which owed him ten thousand talents.” 
It is not easy to calculate the value of 
this sum in today’s money. A talent 
was 750 ounces of silver. At a dollar! 
an ounce the debt would be $7,500,000. 
The likelihood of a slave owing that 
amount does not enter the picture. The 
parable requires an enormous figure. 


Verse 25.—“. . . he had not to pay, his 
lord commanded him to be sold ... and 
payment to be made.” The sale would 
not meet the amount owed, but it would 
be penalty for incurring such a debt. 
This presents the hopelessness of the 
condition. 


Verse 26.—“The servant .. . worship- 
ped him .. . Lord, have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all.” “Wor- 
shiped” is the correct word here, but 
must be regarded in the sense of be- 


+ seeching, while of necessity submitting 


to his lord's will. The promise to “pay 
all” is absurd; arising out of the man’s 
panic. 





‘The latest figure I could secure was that 
for 1954, when silver sold at 85.5 cents an 
ounce. Thus my figure is a little high, but 
easily calculated, and, the proportions are 
correct.—J. C. M. 
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Verse 27.—“Then the lord . . . was 
moved with compassion . . . and for- 


gave him the debt.” Notice that the 
king did not free his servant to pay the 
debt, but freed him from it. 

Verse 28.—“. . . one of his fellowserv- 
ants, which Owed him an _ hundred 
pence ... took him by the throat ... 
Pay me that thou owest.” Following 
the same reckoning as in: verse 24, this 
debt would be $12.50. The vast differ- 
ence between the two debts is an im- 
portant item in the parable. The king’s 
forgiveness had hardened him instead 
of making him tender. 

Verse 29.—“. . . besOught him... 
Have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all.” Notice the exact echo of his 
own prayer (v. 26), which should have 
stirred his compassion. 

Verse 30.—*. . . cast him into prison, 
till he should pay the debt.” The mercy 
he had received he would not show to 
a lesser offender. Prison is a poor place 
to make money to pay off a debt! 

Verse 31—“. . . his fellowservants ... 
were very sorry ... told unto their lord 
all that was done.” The disgraceful 
conduct of the ingrate could not but 
arouse the resentment of others, who 
rightly felt that it ought to be reported 
to the king. 

Verse 32.—“, .. O thou wicked servant, 
I forgave thee all that debt, because 
thou desiredst me.” The “wicked” 
doubtless refers both to the behavior 
which brought him into debt, and to his 
treatment of his’ fellow servant after 
having received such mercy from the 
king. 

Verse 33—“Shouldest not thou... 
have had compassion . . . as I had pity 
on thee?” The king’s conduct should be 
a pattern to the servants, and one to 
whom great pity has been shown cer- 
tainly ought to show pity to others. 


Verse 34.—“And his lord . . . deliv- 
ered him to the tormentors, till he ' 
should pay all that was due...” The 


seven and a half million dollars had 
been forgiven. What then was due? 
Omit the words “unto him.” 

Verse 35—“So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if 
ye... forgive not...” The answer 
to the question under verse 34 will de- 
-+termine the interpretation of this verse. 
The lesson, however, is clear. See Ephe- 
sians 4:32. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jesus had given directions for dealing 
with an offending brother (Matt. 18: 
15-17). This raised the question of for- 
giveness in the mind of Peter. Most 
rabbis held that one might forgive an- 
other three times, but on the fourth 
offense was not expected to forgive. 
Some stretched it to seven, adding the 
three and the four in Amos 2:4. Peter 
suggested the higher figure, but re- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. March 3.—The Great Confession. 
Matthew 16:13 to 17:27 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. March 17.—The Authority of Jesus. 
Matthew 21:12 to 22:46 








ceived an answer which really took 
forgiveness out of the realm of arith- 
metic altogether. The spirit of forgive- 
ness is not interested in such calcula- 
tions. 

To press the lesson, Jesus gave'a par- 
able. The day of inventory finds one of 
the king’s servants in debt to the tune 
of about seven and a half million dol- 
lars. The whole setting suggests that it 
was not a legitimate debt, but a matter 
of dishonest dealing. Yet, out of pure 
compassion for the man in his extremity, 
the king pardoned him and cancelled the 
debt. On the human plane it is fantas- 
tic, but it has to be in order to repre- 
sent what God is doing for sinners every 
day. 

But the forgiven man did not under- 
stand forgiveness. Since he was now 
free of debt, he reckoned that all he 
could make would be clear profit; so he 
determined to have the trifle which an- 
other servant owed him. When a man 
sets his heart on money, pity and grati- 
tude are expelled. So the man who was 
forgiven the illegitimate debt of seven 
and a half million dollars refused to 
forgive a legitimate debt of twelve dol- 
lars and fifty cents. 

Such ingratitude must be dealt with. 
If forgiveness does not beget forgiveness, 
other methods must be found. Called 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT division and subdivision of 
Matthew’s Gospel is our lesson 
found? 

2. What is noticeable about the Prob- 
lems of the Kingdom as presented in the 
eighteenth chapter of Matthew? 

3. What elicited Peter’s question about 
forgiveness? 

4. What was the rabbinic teaching 
about forgiveness? 

5. How are we to interpret our Lord’s 
statement about forgiving “seventy 
times seven”? 

6. What position did the “servant” in 
question hold in the king’s household? 

7. What is evident about the debt 
which the servant owed? 

8. What lesson can we learn from a 
comparison of the two debts in this 
parable? 

-9. What is meant by the phrase “all 
that is due” in verse 34? 

10. What is indicated by the “tor- 

mentors” in verse 34? 


(Answers on page 160) 
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again before the king, the offender is 
sternly rebuked and handed over to the 
“tormentors,” in whose hands he would 
learn the lesson that kindness had not 
taught him. 

What is the meaning of the parable? 

First, God’s forgiveness is to be the 
pattern of ours. We must keep on for- 
giving as long as we have ..ot reached 
the measure of His forgiving. That will 
take all the arithmetic out of our for- 
giveness. 

Second, what we are called upon to 
forgive will always be a bagatelle in 
comparison with what God has had to 
forgive us. We are apt to minimize 
our own transgressions and magnify our 
brother’s until] we feel that we have 
been sinned against more than we ever 
sinned. Let the ten thousand talents 
and the one hundred pence be a re- 
minder to us. 

Third, God expects us to forgive as 
we have been forgiven; and if we. do 
not, we shall call down upon ourselves 
the stern disciplines of the Father until 
we have learned the lesson. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The count of forgiveness (Matt. 18:21, 
22) 

2. The pattern of forgiveness (vs. 23-27) 

3. The failure of forgiveness (vs. 28-30) 

4. The enforcement of forgiveness (vs. 
31-35) 


Topics for Development 

Can Forgiveness Be Revoked? If the 
parable in our lesson were made to 
stand by itself, it would certainly look 
as if forgiveness could be revoked. The 
statements in verses 34, 35 are sugges- 
tive of that, but there are so many 
statements in the Bible which are 
utterly contrary to the very idea, that 
we must pause before accepting such an 
interpretation of the present passage, 
since the doctrine of Scripture is not 
self-contradictory. Where we find a 
passage, then, which at first sight sug- 
gests a contradiction of the clear teach- 
ings of other portions, we must look fur- 
ther for another answer. 

That the servant of the parable was 
forgiven is clearly stated. He must then 
be regarded as a forgiven man. The 
whole question would seem to revolve 
around the meaning of the phrase in 
verse 34, “till he should pay all that is 
due.” What was due—the seven and a 
half million dollars? How can it be 
when it was forgiven? Once taken. off 
the books, it is no more against him. 
Then what is due from the forgiven 
man?—forgiveness. This is exactly what 
he was not giving. Since, then, he did 
not learn to forgive from the mercy 
that had been shown him, he. must 
learn to forgive from the disciplines 
that would be imposed upon him. The 
tormentors, then, would not be the 
equivalent of eternal punishment, but 
would refer to those providential deal- 
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Lesson for March 10 


ings by which God frequently has to 
teach His children what they will not 
learn in the school of His tenderness. 

Forgiving. One Another. Our Lord 
laid great emphasis on mutual forgive- 
ness among His people. In the one 
model prayer which He gave us, He in- 
troduced the theme, “Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matt. 
6:12). In this He did not make the for- 
giveness of sinners depend upon those 
sinners first forgiving their enemies, 
That would be asking men in their natu- 
ral sinful state to act like regenerated 
and sanctified men. But He does make 
the mutual forgiveness among believers 
a prerequisite of their being forgiven 
in the sphere of fellowship. There is 
no excuse for one who has been born 
again and in whom the Holy Spirit 
dwells refusing to forgive a fellow be- 
liever. If he does, the displeasure of 
the Father rests upon him, and the joys 
of fellowship will be withheld. It may 
be also that other disciplines will be 
imposed as in our parable. It is sadly 
possible for a regenerated man not to 
forgive, but it is an indication that his 
sanctification has not proceeded as God 
intended it should. God's order for us 
is stated in Ephesians 4:32. His forgive- 
ness of us should move us to forgive one 
another. 


Practical ‘Applications 


You will never forgive more often 
than you ought, so save yourself the 


‘trouble of keeping count. 


Some things are outside the sphere of 
mathematics. Love is one, forgiveness 
is another. 

When you refuse to forgive, you are 
as much as saying that the wrong com- 
mitted against you is greater than the 
wrong you have committed against God. 
Another look at Calvary should settle 
that for you. 

It is utter hypocrisy to pray, “For- 
give us our -debts, as we forgive our 
debtors,” and then go out and demand 
your “pound of flesh.” 

God has His “tormentors” for those 
who will not learn forgiveness from His 
mercy. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 18:21, 22—*. . . how oft shall 
. . . I forgive him? till seven times? 
...I say not... seven times: but... 
seventy times seven.” Notice the authori- 
tative “I say,” reminiscent of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount (5:20, 22, 28, 32 39, 
44). Jesus had a right to set such high 
standards in forgiveness, since He came 
to secure the uttermost of forgiveness 
for us in the sacrifice of Himself. 

ELMuurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEesTepD HYMNS 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
“Trying To Walk in the Steps of 
the Saviour” 
“If You Are Tired of the Load 
of Your Sin” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, we are thankful for Thy 
patient forbearance with us and Thy 
never-failing readiness to forgive our 
foolish ways as we confess our sins to 
Thee. Give us of Thy patience and 
willingness to forgive, that no injury 
we receive of others may embitter or 
harden us or make us revengeful. Help 
us, like Thee, to overcome evil with 
good. Guide us in all things. through 
this week. Help us to be to others 
good witnesses of our Saviour. Bless 
with Thy comfort and Thy deliverance 
the many who are in pain and-suffer- 
ing of body, mind, or soul. Help the 
leaders of our nation to do wisely and 
well in their responsible offices that 
justice and peace may be furthered 
among men. Multiply Christian homes 


in this and other lands that the influ-- 


ence of Christ may go forth through 
many Christ-controlled lives for the 
blessing of the whole world and to the 
glory of Thy name, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When our Lord 
spoke of forgiving until seventy times 
seven, He meant we must put no limit 
on our readiness to forgive such as 
wrong us. There must be no limit on 
how often we forgive another. A small 
boy, one morning, called to a next- 





PUT NO LIMIT 
ON ANY TIMES 
NOR HOW Mice WRONG 
YOU FORGIVE 











door playmate to join him in some out- 
door play. An older person in the house 
laughingly said: “What! You going to 
play with him again? You quarreled 
only last night and were never going 
to have anything to do with each other 
again. Funny memory you have!” 
Jimmy looked sheepish for a moment, 
and then he said, “Ho! Roland and me's 
good forgetters.” Like Jimmy and Ro- 
land, we may have our clashes with 
people, but we must be good forgetters, 
which is an important part of being 
good forgivers. Forgive and forget, 
even though the other person does irri- 
tate and vex you often. 

Surely, too, our Lord means we must 
put no limit on how great a sin we 
will forgive. Most things @hat hurt us 
are trivial and soon seen for what they 
are and passed over. But grave, last- 
ing injuries can be hard to forgive. A 
heathen Zulu man once quite uninten- 
tionally injured another Zulu. The in- 
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jured man watched his opportunity and 
revenged himself by blinding the other 
one day. Treatment by several witch 
doctors probably did more harm’ than 
good, and daily the blinded mag grew 
more bitter and revengeful. His health 
was broken and he was near death. 
Then he heard of a missionary doctor 
and went to him. The doctor could not 
give him sight, but he restored his health 
and led him to the Saviour, too. Hatred 
for his enemy died as the love of Christ 
came in. One day he found h’s enemy 
alone and ill. Revenge would have 
been easy, but in Christlike love the 
blind man forgave the other and nursed 
him back to health, finally winning him 
to Christ. He could forgive even such 
grievous wrong as he had suffered be- 
cause he had found Christ, been for- 
given, and filled with Christlike love. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“_.. Until seventy times seven” (Matt. 
18:22).—Possibly Peteg was acquainted 
with the rabbinical teaching that one is 
to forgive his brother only three times— 
never more. But Peter would be more 
generous and forgive an offending 
brother seven times. 

What a surprise, and what a revela- 
tion of the marvelous grace of God 
Peter must have received when the 
Lord said: “I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times: but, Until seventy times 
seven”! 

Seven in Scripture is the number of 
perfection. And Peter may have im- 
agined that he would be following a 
perfect rule when forgiving a brother 
seven times. But the Lord would have 
him realize that forgiveness should be 
unlimited. That is the way He forgives. 

One woman said to another: “I be- 
lieve that Christ can forgive all my past 
sins, but I may do wrong again. What 


then? He won't go on forgiving me 
again and again. He must get angry 
sometime.” 


The other woman replied, “You must 
try not to do wrong, and He will help 
you; but if you do, those sins are al- 
ready provided for by the death of 
Christ.” ‘ 

“What!” she sdid. “All those sins I 
have not committed yet?” “Yes, and 
not yours only; but the sins of all the 
people that are to be born into the 
world, to the end of time, if they will 
only accept the salvation that God has 
prepared.” The poor woman only 
looked in amazement. She could say 
nothing. The idea, with all that it in- 
volved, was too great for her to grasp. 
She evidently did not know 1 John 1:9. 


“...@ certain king, which would take 
account .. .” (Matt. 18:23).—There is 
“no condemnation” for the believer in 
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the Lord Jesus Christ (John 5:24; Rom. 
8:1). But “we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his 
body, According to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 
We must never forget that our King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, keeps ac- 
counts, and that He has said, “Behold, 
I come quickly; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be” (Rev. 7:12). He expects 
us to be gracious in our dealings with 
others, as He has been with us. 


“Then the lord ... forgave him the 


debt” (Matt. 18:27).—When this ten- . 


thousand-talent debtor had nothing with 
which to pay that vast debt, the king 
had the right according to Oriental law 
to have him and his family sold, and 
demand payment. But the man seemed 
deeply penitent, and begged for time in 
which to pay it. The king granted him 
his petition. 

Instead of being overwhelmed with 
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the grace shown him, he seized a fellow 
Servant who owed him a hundred pence 
—a mere pittance compared to the debt 
he owed the king—and thrust him into 
prison until he should pay the debt. 

This small debtor made the same plea 
as did the great debtor, but no atten- 
tion was paid to it by his creditor. It 
was “You pay, or else!” Hi w differently 
he could, and should, have acted! 

A man who owed a preacher a sum 
of money definitely said he would not 
pay it unless the preacher sued him. 
The preacher needed the money, but did 
not want to bring suit agajnst him. He 
made jit a matter of fervent prayer. 
Rising from his knees, he resolved to 
hold the man no longer a debtor and 
at once wrote out a receipt for the 
amount and sent it to the man. Shortly 
after, the man met him and demanded 
to know what he meant. 

“I mean just what I wrote,” he an- 
swered. 

“But you know I never paid you,” re- 
plied the debtor. 

“True, and I know you said you never 
would unless I sued. But, sir, I sued you 
at the court of Heaven, and Christ has 
entered bail for you; I have therefore 
given you a discharge.” 

“But I insist matters shall not be left 
so,” said the man, 

“I ‘am well satisfied,” replied the 
other. “Jesus will not fail me. I leave 
you to settle the account with Him an- 
other day. Farewell!” 

This treatment worked so effectively 
on the man’s conscience that in a few 
days he came and paid the debt! 


“So likewise shall my heavenly Father 
do also unto you...” (Matt. 18:35).— 
A professing Christian said to another 
one, “I cannot forgive.” A preacher sit- 
ting in on the conversation said: “Then 
be sure you never sin; for ‘so likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not 
every one his brother their trespasses.’” 

Recognizing the Scripture, the first 
speaker said, “On second thought, I can, 
I will, I do forgive!” 

Wawona, CALIF, 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Simon Peter was quite 

an exploiter, but sometimes he 
“pulled a boner.” He must have thought 
he would get credit to himself when 
he asked the Lord Jesus if. he should 
forgive his brother seven times. I think 
Peter would have regarded forgiving 
his brother gust once as being enough 
to satisfy any man’s conscience; but he 
boosted the figure to seven because he 
knew that the Lord Jesus’ standards 
were very high. Seven times! that 
would surely sound pretty good. But 
he got an answer that threw him back 


‘ satisfaction. 
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on his heels. “I say not . . Until 
seven times,” answer our Lord, “but, 
Until seventy times seven.” Four hun- 
dred and ninety! What a program of 
forgiving! Peter is supposed to have 
lived thirty-five years after asking that 
question and receiving the surprising 
answer. So it would mean that he 
would have to forgive his brother an 
average,of fourteen times every year 
for the remainder of his life. That 
would be once a month every year and 
twice in two of the months, for good 
measure, Boiled down, he simply would 
never reach the point where he could 
fail to forgive his brother. 

Jesus’ answer clearly means this: To 
measure up to a true Christian stand- 
ard and to insure to yourself a happy 
life you must continue to forgive all 
offenders the remainder of your life. 
That program may seem impossible; 
but remember that it is the Great 
Physician’s prescription, and He never 
calls for anything that He does not pro- 
vide the grace and the strength to do. 
Moreover, it is most practical, for as 
long as you remain resentful or unfor- 
giving you will be very unhappy, and 
you will not gain a moment of real 
Cherished resentment can 
actually cause stomach ulcers, indiges- 
tion, and sleepless nights; and that is 
far from being in normal health. Peter 
learned his lesson; one has only to read 
his First and Second Epistles to know 
that; and you cannot keep from loving 
Peter when you follow him through. 

The parable of the servant who beg- 
ged off from the debt he owed his Lord 
and then went out and thrust into 
prison the man who could not pay what 
he owed him is a fair illustration of one 
of the petitions in the Lord’s Prayer: 
“~.. and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.” I wonder some- 
times why we don’t choke as we repeat 
that prayer. Perhaps it is only because 
we are thoughtless that we can continue 
to swallow comfortably. 

Fellows, ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you study and understand the teachings 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, for they con- 
tain the solution of every problem you 
have. They show the clear path not 
only to salvation but to a contented 
and supremely happy life. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Me 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
HE heart to be pasted on your chart 
today is orchid color with the word 
persecuted on the white strip. As we 
work, we shall take turns reciting the 
first seven Beatitudes, and then we'll 
learn the next one: “Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for their’s is the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
Last Sunday we read Peter’s great 
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confession of faith,.and then the story 
of our Saviour’s transfiguration. After 
that wonderful mountaintop experience, 
described in Matthew 17, Peter, James, 
and John may have been tempted to 
feel proud, for they had seen what no 
other human eyes had ever seen. And 
so in the beginning of Matthew 18, we 
find? Jesus teaching them a lesson of 
humility, using a little child for illus- 
tration. 

In the part of Matthew 18 we will 
read today, there is a lesson on forgive- 
ness. Humility and forgiveness are 
closely related. Proverbs 13:10 says, 
“Only by pride cometh contention.” The 
more humble we are, the more easily 
we can forgive wrongs and insults to 
ourselves, 

Hudson Taylor, one of the great pi- 
oneer missionaries to China, and foun- 
der of the China Inland Mission, was 
a truly humble man. One day he stood 
dressed in his Chinese costume -waiting 
for a boatman to take him across the 
river. A richly dressed Chinese came 
to the river, also wanting to cross. He 
mistook the missionary for a common 
Chinese coolie. Not wanting to share 
the boat with him, he hit him on the 
head, knocking him down into the mud. 

Hudson Taylor got up quietly and 
wiped the mud off as best he could. 
Then the wealthy Chinese noticed 
that this was not a Chinese coolie. He 
exclaimed, “What! You, a foreigner, 
did not strike me back when I knocked 
you into the mud!” 

Hudson Taylor § said: “That’s all 
right. I believe you want to cross the 
river. This boat is mine. Get in and 
I'll take you where you want to go.” 
The wealthy Chinese got into the 
boat. He was so impressed by the mis- 
Sionary’s free forgiveness that he lis- 
tened eagerly while Mr. Taylor told 
him at what cost God had provided 
the forgiveness of sins for all who 
would accept Christ as Saviour. Be- 
fore he left the boat the wealthy man, 
with tears of genuine repentance, re- 
ceived the Saviour. In that instance 
Hudson Taylor’s humble forgiving spirit 
won a soul to the Lord. 

Now let us read Matthew 18:21, 22. 
What was Peter’s question? What an- 
swer did he himself suggest? No doubt 
he thought it would be quite generous 
to forgive someone seven times. What 
was Jesus’ answer? How many times 
would that be? What do you think our 
Lord meant by that answer? (That 
there should be no limit to the number 
of times we forgive other people.) 
Right. 

Read the rest of the chapter. What 
a tremendous difference there was be- 
tween the great sum the wicked serv- 
ant had been forgiven andgthe small 
amount which he was so unwilling to 
forgive. It has been estimated that 
what he owed was around seven mil- 
lion dollars, whereas the money his 
fellow servant owed him was only about 
fifteen dollars! After reading this story, 
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why do you think we should forgive 
everyone? (Because God has forgiven 
us so much.) Exactly right. And note 
that the last verse says we must for- 
give from our hearts. Perhaps you see 
why we are using hearts for emblems 
on our Beatitude charts. Those who 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake 
must have forgiving hearts in. order to 
receive the blessing. But we cannot 
produce those by ourselves. We may 
be able to hold our tongues so that we 
do not say mean things to, or about, 
the person who has wronged us; but we 
cannot make ourselves love an enemy 
in our hearts. Only the Lord can enable 
us to do this. The impossibility of this 
shows us plainly that we cannot live 
the Christian life without the power of 
the Holy Spirit. I know, for I tried 
time and again to forgive someone who 
had wronged me, and every time I 
thought I had forgiven, it would all 
come before me again, and I would say 
to myself, “I could have forgiven that 
if it hadn’t been done in such a two- 
faced way!” But when I went to the 
Lord, asking Him to set my heart right, 
He reminded me of how very much He 
had forgiven me, until by the side of 
His great goodness, my grievance looked 
very small. 

When we are troubled by an unfor- 
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giving spirit, let us read the eighteenth 
of Matthew and ask our Heavenly 
Father for victory over our bad feel- 
ings. He can make this parable very 
real to our hearts. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


ww 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting fiustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


“And I Have Not Forgiven Once.”— 


Seventy times seven (Matt. 18:22, 
Golden Text). A Bible woman sat on 
a mud floor in Egypt teaching. She 


took Peter’s question, “How oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and I for- 
give him?” and Jesus’ answer, “Until 
seventy times seven.” The teacher trans- 
lated that as meaning four hundred 
ninety times. The woman of the house 
exclaimed: “Four hundred ninety 
times! and I have not forgiven my 
neighbor once!” She took the teacher 
by the hand and asked that she go with 
her to ask forgiveness.—From Laura B. 
Walker, in Woman’s Missionary Maga- 
zine. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. 


Debts We Owe.—I will pay thee all 
(Matt. 18:26). One day a friend of 
mine went to the Infirmary to give a 
pint of blood. As he lay on a bed he 
noticed a man on the next bed to him. 
And the man was smiling. That mys- 
terious smile intrigued my friend—so 
much so that he simply had to ask 
about it. “Well,”.came the reply, “dur- 
ing the last war I was badly wounded, 
so badly that I thought I should die. 
And do you know what saved my life? 
Thirty-two pints of other people's 
blood.” “But,” said my friend, “why the 
smile?” “Because,” explained the 
stranger, “today I’m giving my six- 
teenth pint of blood. I’ve reached half- 
way in paying back my debt of thirty- 
two pints, and if I’m spared I'll pay 
back my debt in full.” Perhaps many 
of us owe other kinds of debts every bit 
as important as the stranger’s—and for- 
get to repay.—From “The Friendship 
Book,” by Francis Gay. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


He Remembers None.—Then the lord 
of that servant was moved with com- 
passion, and loosed him, and forgave 
him the debt (Matt. 18:27). My father 
was fatally ill, and as I watched the pre- 
cious life ebbing away, I was overcome 
with remorse at the thought that I must 
often have grieved that loving heart 
with my careless ingratitude and 
thoughtless disobedience. Penitently I 
begged his forgiveness for my wrong- 
doings in the past. With a look of in- 
effable love in his pain-dimmed eyes, he 
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said, “I can’t remember that you ever 
did anything wrong.” I had expected 
instant forgiveness, but was not pre- 
pared for the full measure of pardon 
which I received. He could not remem- 
ber my wrongs because of his great love 
for me. How like the Heavenly Father’s 
love for us all! “For I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no 
more” (Heb. 8:12).—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


An Indian’s Repayment.—I will pay 
thee all (Matt. 18:29). During the early 
days of the settlement of America an 
Indian came to the inn at Litchfield, 
asking for food and a night’s shelter, 
but confessing that, as his hunting had 
failed, he had no money to pay. The 
landlady was driving him away when a 
man nearby directed her to supply the 
Indian’s needs, himself promising to 
pay. The Indian was very grateful, and 
said that one day he would repay him. 
Years later the kindly settler was taken 
prisoner by a hostile tribe of Indians 
who carried him off to Canada where 
he was enslaved. One day an Indian 
came who gave him a musket and or- 
dered him to follow him. Day after 
day he led him onward, never disclos- 
ing the object of their journey nor 


where it was to end. Then one after-: 


noon they suddenly game upon a beau- 
tiful expanse of cultivated fields, with 
many houses among them. “Do you 
know this place?” asked the Indian. 
“Why, of course. Yes, it is Litchfield,” 
said the man. “Yes,” said the Indian, 
“and I am the starving Indian on whom 
at this very place you took pity. And 
now that I have paid for my supper I 
pray you go home.”—From the Metho- 
dist Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. ° 


“Won't Somebody Forgive?”—I for- 
gave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me (Matt. 18:32). Mankind 
hungers for forgiveness. A small boy, 
who had done something wrong and 
who found himself amid a roomful of 
elders, stern-visaged in the hope that he 
would understand the seriousness of his 
fault, looked at his nurse and his rela- 
tives one by one: with a tear-stained 
face that was just one heartbroken and 
truly penitent appeal for some sign of 
relenting. Since that sign came not, the 
little one burst into tears and asked, 
“Oh, won’t somebody forgive me?”— 
From the British Weekly. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


If God Followed Our Method?— 
Shouldest not thou also have had com- 
passion on thy fellowservant, even as 
I had pity on thee? (Matt. 18:33.) I 
remember once rebuking a Christian 
worker for manifesting an unforgiving 
Spirit toward another. At length she 
Said, “Well, I will forgive her, but I 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
»;Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


*- * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 
* *” ” 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 





WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy te send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
a share. 

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Corl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. S-57-31-2 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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Alaskan Missions 
80 Years Old in ‘97 





Protestant mission work from the 
United States was undertaken in 
Alaska in 1877 under leadership of 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, ably assisted 
by Mrs. Amanda McFarland. The 
Presbyterian Church pioneered in 
Alaska, but soon found t the Territory 
so vast and the need so great that 
other denominations were urged to 
assist. Missionary efforts during the 
past 80 years have been very success- 
ful, and today there is a Protestant 
church, or mission, in every town or 
city of more than 100 people in the 
Territory. 


The Sunday. Schoo! Times has, for 
a great many years, been active in 
the encouragement of Protestant 
missionary work in Alaska, and has 
taken many groups of travelers, often 
full shiploads of interested people, to 
Alaska. Here they have observed 
the results of missionary effort and 
the wonderful influence of the church 
throughout the northern frontier of 
America. The Sunday School Times’ 
trips have been known as “Christian 
Fellowship Cruises,” and they have 
combined, in a delightful and inspir- 
ing way, the pleasures of friendly 
vacation travel with very valuable 
education-in-missions in the active 
Alaskan field. The trips have always 
included national parks and other at- 
tractions, making them ideal vaca- 
tions. 


Alaskan cruises are wonderful in 
summer. Just imagine the relaxa- 
tion and peace of a sea voyage 
through majestic mountain canyons, 
on placid waters of the dramatic In- 
side Passage. You rest completely 
from cares and stress, as you lounge 
in a deck chair, watching the glori- 
ous scenery on both sides of your 
ship. Mountain peaks, wooded 
islands, waterfalls, and lovely fiords 
pass inreview. Quaint villages, fish- 
ing boats, porpoises, even whales 
are close enough to photograph. No 
wonder the Christian Fellowship 
cruises for over 17 years have been 
so popular and so completely satis- 
fying to those fortunate enough to go. 


If you are interested for this sum- 
mer, or for some future year, you will 
enjoy reading the “Alaska” folder 
published for the 1957 cruise. It’s 
free, and you are invited to send for 
it. Please address The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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never want to have anything more to 
do with her!” I stopped her and said: 
“Is that how you want God to forgive 
you? Do you want Him to say He will 
forgive you, but He will have nothing 
more to do with you?”—From the Rev. 
G. L. Hamilton. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Something More Than Asking For- 
giveness.—So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses (Matt. 18:35). A letter 
requested me te call on a colonel in a 
London hospital who had only three 
months to live. I asked him, “Are you 
a Christian man?” “Indeed, yes!” he 
replied. “Why are you so confident 
about it?” “Look here, Padre, every 
morning I pray the Lord’s Prayer. I 
pray, ‘Forgive us our trespasses.’ Does 
God forgive me or not?” I answered, 
“But our Lord said, ‘If ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.’” Very 
angrily the colonel demanded, “What 
makes you say that?” “Well, is it not 
the obvious answer to your question?” 
I soon departed. Next morning came a 
request from the colonel to come at 
once. Unknown to me he had quarreled 
with his wife and been legally sepa- 
rated. The dear colonel in twenty-four 
hours had torn up the separation or- 
der; had been reconciled to his wife, 
who was now at his bedside; had 
altered his will, bought a new wedding 
ring and the best Bible that money 
could buy. He lived three months, was 
moved into a large open ward, and 
spoke to everyone of the power of 
Christ to save.—Condensed from an edi- 
torial in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Forgiving Again and Again 
(Matt. 18:15-17, 21, 22) 

OW many of you like arithmetic? 

Oh, ~ what groans! Some of you 
don’t, I see. How about this quiz on 
numbers? (1) How many gifts did the 
Wise Men bring? Matthew 2:11. (2) 
With how many temptations did the 
Devil try out the Lord? 4:3. (3) How 
many fishermen did the Lord call to 
follow Him? Verse 18. (4) How many 
Beatitudes are there? 5:3. Usually we 
number the Beatitudes as eight, but 
there are nine verses beginning with 
“Blessed.” The last two deal with the 
same subject. (5) How many disciples 
did the Lord have? 10:1. (6) How much 
did the good seed bear? 13:8. (7) How 
much did the trader give for one pearl? 
Verse 46. (8) How many loaves and 
fish fed the five thousand, and how 


many baskets were left over? 4:17. (9) 
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How many loaves were used to 
feed the four thousand, and how 
many baskets were left over? 15:34. 
(10) On what day did the Lord.say He 
would be brought to life? 16:21. If no 
one knows the answer, give the refer- 
ence number in Matthew. The refer- 
ence gives only the first verse if there 
are a series. 

The Lord gave Peter some hard arith- 
metic! Not hard with brains or paper 
and pencil! But hard another way! 
Perhaps it was Judas who was hateful 
because Peter so often got ahead of 
the rest of then. Peter walked on the 
water. Peter spoke up first to answer 
the Lord’s question. In fact, the dis- 
ciples quarreled more than once about 
who was the best among them. Who 
was boss? Who should sit next to 
Jesus? There were hard words and un- 
kind deeds, no doubt. When people do 
or say unkind things to you, what do 
you do? Tell on them? Punch them? 
Tell them where to get off? Here is the 
Lord’s way for Peter and Judas—and 
you. No. 1—Matthew 18:15, Talk it 
over with him. With mean words? No, 
nicely. If that doesn’t work, try No. 
2.—Verse 16. Take someone along. And 
then, No. 3—Verse 17. Tell it to author- 
ity, in the case of the Christian, the 
church. In the home, it would be 
Father; at school, Teacher. Suppose 
the other fellow will not listen then. 
Keep away from him so there will be 
no trouble. 

You might do that once, but suppose 
the fellow was mean again—Judas al- 
ways trying to get back at Peter. “Lord, 
how many times must I forgive him?” 
Seven times would be enough, wouldn’t 
it? That’s more than a fellow could 
hurt you and get away with it, isn’t 
it? Listen to the Lord’s words. Are 
they as hard for you as for Peter? (Read 
Matt. 18:22.) You can work out the 
arithmetic on paper, but.can you work 
it out on Frank or Diane—whoever 
your troublemaker is?. You will have 
to ask the Lord to help you on that, 
I’m sure! (Refer to the prayer poster.) 

Then there are the little brothers and 
sisters who do not mean to be mean, 
but do not know any better than to 
break your things and bother you for 
attention. What are you going to do 
about them? In the Bible this week 
you will find whether the busy Lord 
could bother with them, and what He 
said about treating them. More num- 
bers in the Bible, too! (64) Even one 
little one, Matthew 18:1-6, 10; 19: 13-15. 
(65) One or ninety-nine? 18: 11-14. 
(66) Trouble between two, verses 15-17. 
(67) Two or three with Jesus, verses 
19, 20. (68) Seven is a lof, verses 21, 22. 
(69) Ten thousand big bills compared 
to one hundréd pennies, verses 23-35. 
(70) Trouble among the Twelve, 20: 
20-28. 

“Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another” (Eph 
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4:32, Memory Verse). Kind to those 
who need help, sympathetic with those 
in trouble, forgiving toward those who 
sin. (Add to the poster on others.) 
Perhaps you would like to make a score 
sheet to keep your record on these three 
things. 
Orono, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HIS is one of the many lessons that 
require much heart searching (the 


kind done on the knees) before we 
stand before our pupils. What pon- 
derous thoughts are here! You may 


want to clip the following quotation 
and keep it before you: 

“To my mind the best and most fault- 
less character is his who is as ready to 
pardon the rest of mankind as though 
he daily transgressed himself, and at the 
same time as cautious to avoid a fault 
as if he never forgave one.”—Author 
unknown. 





Long, long before the Lord Jesus 
lived, there was a law which the Jewish 
people followed. It was this: No one 
should ever ask forgiveness for doing 
wrong things more than three times, 
Peter, you will recall, like the other 
disciples, was a Jew. He was acquainted, 
therefore, with the three-times-forgive- 
ness law. He probably felt that he was 
growing quite well in spiritual things. 
Perhaps he wanted to show that he was 
worthy of having eternal life. Perhaps 
that is why he asked the Lord Jesus one 
day: “Shall I forgive my brother as 
often as seven times if he asks me?” 
That was more than twice as much as 
the law. required! Surely, Peter must 
have thought, the Lord Jesus would be 
pleased with his generous spirit! 

Imagine Peter’s surprise when the Son 
of God replied, “No, not seven times; 
but seventy times seven.” Forgive him 


490 times. Forgive him again and again 
and again. And keep right on and on 
forgiving. Imagine that! Not only did 


the Lord Jesus command that an of- 
fender should be repeatedly forgiven 
but He also said that the person who has 
been wronged should make it his busi- 
ness to go to the offender and do his 
best to get things made right between 
them (Matt. 18:15). 

Instead of Peter’s learning simply 
how many times he should forgive an- 
other, he learned something far more 
important in a story (parable) the Sav- 
iour told him that day. 

Once there was a man—a_ very 
wealthy man—who called his servants to 
pay what they owed. One man owed 
him millions of dollars! The master 
commanded that the servant, his wife, 
and their children and whatever he 
owned should be sold to another mas- 
ter so that he would get some of the 
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money that wags due him. When the 
servant heard that, he fell down on his 
facé and begged his master to have pa- 
tience with him. “I will pay you every- 
thing I owe,” he promised. His master 
was So touched, that he forgave him all 
that tremendous debt. 

You know, of course, that the serv- 
ant was thankful. But do you know 
what he did? He went out and hap- 
pened to see someone who owed him just 
a few dollars. He grabbed the man, al- 
most strangled him, and demanded, 
“Settle up at once the money you owe 
me.” His debtor begged him to be 
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patient and promised sincerely that he 
would repay what he owed. Do you 


think the man who had earlier been 
forgiven so much money forgave this 


man? Indeed, he did not! Instead he 
had him thrown into jail. Think of 
that! 


When the rich man heard what his 
servant had done, he called him in 
again. He explained that he, because 
the man had begged him to do so, had 
forgiven him the millions of dollars. 
But since this man in turn refused to 
forgive someone who owed him only a 
very little, he would have to be pun- 
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THE RAPTURE 
QUESTION 


by Dr: John Walvoord 


Of the many controversial points discussed 
among Students of prophecy, the Rapture ques- 
tion continues to hold the spotlight. In this 
volume Dr. Walvoord presents detailed studies 
of Pretribulationism, Partial Rapturism, Mid- 
tribulationism, and Posttribulationism; pre- 
senting the fruitful harvest of twenty years 
of research and classroom discussion in the 

field of Eschatology, 
to provide the read- 
er with valid rea- 
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The Call of the Orient 


A listener in the jungles of Mindanao writes: 
“Listeners really believe that Christ is coming 
soon because ven Boxes Are PRreacHING 
THE Gospet. This way, even the last tribe 
in the jungle can hear.” Will you pray? 
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ished. And the master threw him into 
jail. . 

When the Lord Jesus conclided the 
story, he added, “Thus also my Father 
who is in Heaven will do to you if you 
do not forgive, each one, his brother 
from your hearts.” You do not forgive, 
He was saying, in order to be forgiven 
of your awful sins. You forgive be- 
cause you have been forgiven by a lov- 
ing, tender Heavenly Father. Any true 
Christian who refuses to forgive some- 
one else may be punished by the Lord 
—even to losing his physical life (cf. 1 
Cor. 11:30-32). Let us be certain to 
forgive again and again and again. 

LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 152) 

1. The division is, Presenting the 
King in His Passion, and the subdivi- 
sion is, Jesus Living in His Passion. 

2. They mostly concern the servants 
of the kingdom, not its enemies. 

3. Our Lord’s directions for dealing 
with an offender (Matt. 18: 15-17). 

4. Some taught that the limit of for- 
giveness was three times, while some 
went as far as seven times. 

5. It is a figurative, way of saying 
that forgiveness transcends arithmetic. 

6. He seems to have held the office of 
steward, with access to his lord’s re- 
sources, 

7. Such a debt could not have been 
It must 
have come by a wrong use of the king’s 
resources. 

8. That what we are called upon to 
forgive is always very small compared 
with what we have been forgiven. 

9. The forgiveness which ought to 
come readily from those who Have ex- 
perienced God’s forgiveness. 

10. Those stern disciplines by which 
God brings us into submission, 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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Discovery 
By Barbara Stiles 


“Me AMA, how can I be pretty?” 

Patty was watching the cake 
batter go slap-slap against the bow] in 
which her mother was mixing a®cake, 
and she thought of the aroma that 
would soon mingle with the sweet fra- 
grance of spring. 

The white batter melted down the 
side of the bowl while Mama stopped 
to look at Patty and ponder a moment. 
“Well, I'll tell you a secret, Patty, but 
before I do, I want you to think about 
what makes people pretty, and tonight 
I'll tell you the secret.” 

“What is Mama’s secret?” Patty won- 
dered as she skipped through the clover 
field. “Does she know how to make me 
pretty? Mrs. Johnson says I’m a tom- 
boy, and Mrs. Hines pinches me and 
says, ‘Patty Sue, you’re as sdlid as a 
rock!’ Oh, I wish I knew what Mama’s 
secret was!” 

Patty! reached her favorite spot on the 
bank of the stream that bubbled along 
the back field. Lying on her stomach, 
she dropped a stone into a quiet pool 
of clear water and watched the ripples 
sway -the blades of grass. When they 
were quiet once more, she spoke to the 
still water: “Magic mirror on the wall, 
is Mama’s secret to wear a flower in 
my hair?” and she held a bloom to her 
hair. “But, magic mirror, a_ flower 
doesn’t help my pointed nose, or make 
my hair curly. Maybe it’s my teeth!” 
She grinned at her reflection and saw 
the space between her teeth which re- 
minded her that she was the best whis- 
tler on the block. 

“Oh, phooey, Mr. Robin, with your 
bright red breast, I guess I’ll never be 
pretty,” and getting-.up she chased after 
the bird as he chirped and twittered 
away. 

Strolling toward home she saw the 
sleepy flowers that were awaking from 
their long winter’s nap. They seemed 
to stretch their dainty new petals, and 
they looked like little faces on soft 
pillows of green grass. 

A voice calling, “Hi, Patty!” inter- 
rupted her thoughts. Turning she saw 
“that pretty child Mary.” At least that 
was what everyone said. 

“I’m picking Mrs. Jones’s flowers,” 
Mary said. “Aren’t they nice?” And 
she held up the bunch of blossoms. 

“Are you picking them for Mrs. 
Jones?” asked Patty. 

“No, these are for me! I’m going to 
put them in my beautiful pink vase. 
See you later, Patty.” 

“Mama,” asked Patty when she got 
home, “may I pick some flowers?” 

“Why, that’s a good idea, Patty, and 
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I'll let you arrange them and put them 
wherever you like.” 

Outside, Patty gathered a bouquet of 
red, yellow, and lavender blossoms and 
tied a string around ‘the stems. But 
instead of taking them in the house, 
she walked down’the street; up the walk 
past Mrs. Jones’s mailbox, and rang the 
big brass doorbell. 

“Why, hello, Patty,” greeted friendly 
Mrs. Jones. “Are you selling flowers 
today?” 

“Oh, no,” declared Patty, “I just saw 
you didn’t have any flowers in your 
garden, so I brought you these for a 
present,” and she held the flowers out 
to Mrs. Jones. 

Patty noticed Mrs. Jones glance at her 
garden, then next door to Mary’s house. 
“Why, thank you, child; these will hold 
a place of honor as the prettiest flowers 
from the prettiest little girl I know. 
Would you like to come in and help me 
arrange them?” 

Inside Patty tucked the last flower in 
the bouquet, and Mrs. Jones stood back 
to admire them. “Your kindness makes 
them lovely. Shall we put them by the 
window for everyone to see?” 

As Patty set the vase down, Mrs. 
Jones smelled them appreciatively, and 
said, “Do you know, Patty, your beauty 
is in each blossom, and your sweetness 
is their perfume?” and she bent over 
and gave her a kiss. 

After saying good-by, Patty walked 
home beaming because of the warm 
words of Mrs. Jones. Her pointed nose 
and straight hair didn’t seem to matter 
because she felt so good. In fact, she 
felt so wonderful, she didn’t think she 
needed to know Mama’s secret after all. 


LaKEWooD, CALIF. 
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General Harrison's 
Important New Position 


IEUTENANT GENERAL WILLIAM 
K. HARRISON, JR., soon to retire 
from the United States Army, has ac- 
cepted an appointment as executive 
director of the Evangelical -Welfare 
Agency. The organization is the Chi- 
cago subsidiary of the Midwest Region 
of the National Association of Evangel- 
icals, and its program is the placement 
of orphaned or deserted children in 
Christian homes for adoption or foster 
care. ; 
General Harrison will begin his civil- 
ian career March 1, following forty years 
of service in the United States Army. 
He entered military life during World 
War I. His first assignment. was with 
the First Cavalry at Camp Lawrence J. 
Hearn, California, and Douglas, Arizona. 
He was commissioned a second lieuten- 


‘ant in the cavalry in 1917. 


Following the war, he served on the 
Army’s language detail in France and 
Spain, after which he did duty at vari- 
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ous posts in this country. He was made 
captain in 1920; major in 1932; colonel 
in 1941; then brigadier general, major 
general, and finally lieutenant general 
in 1952. 


He was graduated from the Command 
General Staff College at Fort Leaven- 
worth in 1934, remaining as an in- 
structor until 1937. At the beginning of 
World War II he was named Deputy 
Chief of the Strategic Plans and Policy 
Group of the Operations Division. Dur- 
ing the war, as Assistant Division Com- 
mander, he accompanied the 30th Infan- 
try Division overseas to England and 
the Continent. Returning from over- 
seas duty, he was placed in command 
of Camp Carson. 

In 1946 Genera] Harrison was assigned 
to overseas duty in Japan where his ac- 
tivities centered on reparations and eco- 
nomic and industrial affairs. He was 
appointed Deputy Commander of the 
Eighth Army in Korea in 1951. During 
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this time he rose to the position of 
Chief of Staff of Far East and United 
Nations Commands. 

He was appointed Chief UNC Delegate 
to the Military Armistice Conference at 
Panmunjom on May 21, 1952. He was 
in charge of negotiations with the Com- 
munists which resulted in the armistice 
and cease-fire in Korea on July 27, 1953, 
and signed the armistice document for 
the United Nations. 

In 1954 General Harrison was ap- 
pointed “Commander-in-Chief .of the 
Caribbean area, which position he held 
until January, 1957, when he returned 
to the United States pending retirement 
from active service. 

The Evangelical Welfare Agency, 
chartered in 1950, has its headquarters 
at 542 South Dearborn Street in Chi- 
cago, and is currently aiding 140 chil- 
dren. It serves, on an interdenomina- 
tional basis, both white and colored 
children. The agency’s activities are 
governed by an eighteen member board 
whose chairman is a Chicago attorney, 
Harold B. MacKenzie. The EWA is 
supported largely by evangelical Prot- 
estants. 

Having expressed the desire to devote 
the years fcllowing retirement from 
the army to Christian service, General 
Harrison will succeed Dr. Harold L. 
Lundquist, who resigned January 1. 

General Harrison has long been noted 
for his Christian leadership and has 
written several articles for THE SUNDAY 
Scnoot Times. Throughout his years of 
military service he was active in aiding 
his men spiritually, both by private 
counsel and public speaking in: army 


chapels. 
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What the Bookshop Offers 
(Continued from page 149) 


is an’ eye-opener, and it is this record 
that intelligent Christians will welcome 
in the ever-continuing struggle with this 
phase of unbelief. 


The Apostolic Fathers. Translated by 
J. B. Lightfoot. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) This is a 
very readable translation of ancient 
Christian writings, prepared by one of 
the foremost scholars of another cen- 
tury. The writings of the “Fathers” are 
a source-book for beliefs and practices 
of the early church, and make for good 
devotional reading today. They were 
not inspired in the sense that the Scrip- 
tures are, and the writers erred in some 
details, but herein the apostles, their 
converts, and the martyrs speak out in 
furtherance and defense of the Gospel 
when to do'so often meant death itself. 
Included in the volume are works of 
Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Barnabas, 
Hermas, Diognetus, Papias, 
Didache. 


and the 
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Handbook of Bible History. Book II. 
By Dr. George Stob. (Wm, B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., cloth, 
$1.50; paper, $1.) This. book is second 
in a series of three. The first covers 
the Old Testament, “From Creation to 
the Kingdom of David,” and this one, 
“The Kingdom of David to Close of Old 
Testament Period.” It is written in text- 
book style. The reading of certain 
Scriptures is called for with each les- 
son, then comes a statement of the 
teaching. A series of questions follows, 
arranged for three groups—for children 
(grades 3 tov 5); for older young folks 
(grades 6 to 8); and for adults, dealing 
with theology and ethics, and leading 
to more advanced discussion. While 
obviously intended for classes, the little 
book will serve as a guide in one’s own 
personal Bible study, especially for par- 
ents who wish to study the Bible with 
their children. 


Early Will I Seek Thee. By Eugenia 
Price. (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $2.50.) This author is 
known for her ability to put into words 
the spiritual needs and longings of the 
human heart, and the present book is 
written to make one spiritually hungry, 
and then to satisfy that hunger. It 
makes very clear the need to feed our 
starving spirits on the Word of 
God. Thought-provoking questions probe 
deeply, awakening new longings and re- 
vealing untold possibilities. Printed in 
unusual style, the pages are brightened 
by. many interesting personal experi- 
ences and some intensely practical illus- 
trations from real life. Many readers 
will appreciate the vivid word picture 
of Dr. Norman B. Harrison, the well- 
known writer and greatly beloved Bible 
teacher. 

Red Wing’s White Brother. By Elisa- 
beth Webster. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., » $1.25.) 
“Never let an Indian know you are 
afraid, and hold on to your faith,” 
Archie MacMillan’s father had advised 
him. How Archie, after being captured 
by the Indians, profits from his father’s 
advice, Miss Webster describes with 
swift-moving precision. “A real story 
of a Michigan boy and his life among 
the Chippewas,” this tale of frontier life 
in the early part of the nineteenth cen- 
tury will hold the avid interest of any 
grammar school boy or girl. 


Fun for Chris. By Blossom E. Ran- 
dall. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 
6; $1.75.) A happy little boy named 
Chris was playing in his yard when a 
strange little boy came by, and Chris 
invited him to come in and play with 
him. Mother came and opened the gate, 
and: Chris and Toby had a good time 
together, although the visitor had a 
brown face. They often played together 
after that, and Chris’s mother explained 
that boys and girls have the same color 
as their father and mother, because 


February 23, 1957 


God made them that way. Children 
will enjoy reading the large, clear print, 
and will never tire of the many beau- 
tiful pictures that make up most of this 
very handsome ehildren’s book. 


Martin Luther—Saint and Sinner. By 
Theodore J. Kleinhans. (Concordia Pub. 
House, St. Louis 18; $1.65.) Taking as his 
theme Luther’s famous phrase, “Both 
saint and sinner,” the author paints an 
objective word picture of the reformer, 
showing his strength,and weakness. It 
is a very human Luther, just like you 
and me, but how God used him! His- 
torical accuracy is stressed throughout. 
Traditions without real warrant are re- 
jected. Luther’s own words are called 
upon to tell many stories. The volume 
is delightfully written, with a desire to 
honor Luther’s God. . 


Come Summer Come Winter. By 
Terry Shannon; pictures by Charles 
Payzant. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chi- 
cago 6; clothbound, $2.75.) Spring, a 
waking-up time; summer. a growing 
time; autumn, a gathering time; and 
winter, a resting time, are all depicted 
with lovely pictures of flowers, fruits, 
trees, birds, and animals. A very in- 
teresting description of the seasonal 
changes and the way in which these 
changes affect all of nature is refresh- 
ing and educational. The book, in its 
every detail, is artistically and appro- 
priately decorated throughout, and will 
be a pleasure and inspiration to any 
child who sees it. One could wish, how- 
ever, that some recognition had been 
given to the fact that it is God who 
planned the seasons (Gen, 1:14). 


All Other Ground. By Argye M. 
Briggs. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) People won- 
dered why Martin Ramsey was such a 
tempestuous soul, always in a dither. 
They could not know that yielding to 
the Spirit of God would mean for him 
the vision and the call. Marriage with 
quiet Becky Armstrong helped, but not 
until Martin confessed his hates and 
made a complete surrender was there 
peace. Even then occasional storms 
arose. How, for instance, could a man 
with a family prepare for the ministry? 
Later, how in the face of school debts, 
could he accept God’s choice of a small, 
needy field when called also by a large 
affluent church? Then, as time rolled 
on and preaching descended to a mere 
business, how could one recapture the 
glory of initial experience? The war 
brought new problems, especially since 
Overseas service demanded separation 
from the always soothing Becky. But 
when the army swept into the Philip- 
pines something clicked... This was his 
field—he would return here as a mis- 
sionary. From that time on, every spare 
moment was spentstudying Tagala. But 
again Martin reckoned without God. 
And, back in the U.S.A., the compla- 
cency of home folks meant still another 
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battle. At last, through the blessed 
ministry of young people and children, 
and throwgh the biography of one, 
Jonah, Martin was brought to see that 
the sovereign God must be allowed to 
work out His own plans, while a man’s 
part was simply to trust—and rest. A 
fine story which many will believe is 
the author’s best. 


we 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 10 
1. Forgive and Be Forgiven 
(Matt. 6:12, 14, 15; 18:21-35; 1 John 1:6-10) 
Topics are cop$righted by the International 
Society of Whristian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. ° 
E ARE to begin this week a series 
of four topics on the theme “Ad- 
vanced Practice for Christians.” When 
we considered the topic, “Greater Faith 
for Growing Souls,” on February 24, we 
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saw the need for growth in the Christian 
life. As in a foot race there can be no 
standing still in following Christ. Either 
we must go forward or be left behind. 
This week’s topic should help us to see 
the place that a forgiving spirit has in 
our Christian progress. 


Perhaps some of us have not realized 
heretofore that our forgiveness of others, 
or our lack of it, can have a very real 
effect upon our growth as Christians. 
Most of us know that forgiveness is not 
a natural tendency. Even a little child, 
when struck, will instinctively strike 
back, and when someone wrongs or in- 
jures us, our first impulse is to “get 
even,” or at least to be resentful and 
unforgiving. 

ve 


And it is not enough to recognize 
that unforgiveness is wrong and to de- 
termine to do better. Many of us have 
done just this, and have been swept 
off our feet the very next time we have 
been wronged. The forgiving spirit 
originates with God and can be im- 
planted in our hearts only by His grace 
as we yield ourselves to His will and 
heed His Word. Let us see, then, what 
His Word has to say about forgiveness. 
We may think of its teaching in three 
aspects—the motive of forgiveness; the 
measure of forgiveness; and the method 
of forgiveness. 

v3 


The motive of forgiveness is stated in 
Ephesians 4:32, “And be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” We are to forgive 
others, not because to do so will make 
us feel better, or because others will 
regard us more highly, although it will 
often have these effects. The Christian's 
reason for forgiving is that God has 
forgiven him. The parable of Matthew 
18: 21-35 emphasizes this truth. The one 
servant had been forgiven an enormous 
debt. Therefore he should have been 
quick to forgive the much smaller debt 
that his fellow servant owed. Our debt 
to God was so great that it required’ the 
most precious thing God had—His only 
Son—to pay that debt. Nothing that 
anyone can do to us can possibly be 
considered as a debt comparable to the 
one we have been freely forgiven. 
Therefore we have no ground for an un- 
forgiving spirit. 


This brings us to the measure of our 
forgiveness. Some of the Lord’s dis- 
ciples in Matthew 18 thought they were 
being most generous by suggesting the 
perfect number, seven times, as a meas- 
ure beyond which one should not be re- 
quired to go in forgiving another. The 
Lord’s standard was not a fixed four 
hundred and ninety times, or seventy 
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times seven, but infinity, forgiveness 
without limit. And this is the same 
measure God applies when we come to 
Him and confess our sins and receive 
His forgiveness and cleansing. The only 
limit upon God’s forgiveness is the one 
we ourselves place upon it by harbor- 
ing an unforgiving spirit toward others 
(Matt, 6: 12-14). 
8g 


As for the method of forgiveness, here 
again God has set the standard for us. 
“When God forgives, He forgets,” the 
popular chorus tells us, and that truth 
is based on Jeremiah 31:34: Hebrews 
8:12; 10:17. But this is not our way, 
naturally. We all know that when an- 
other comes to us, even with genuine 
sorrow and asks us for forgiveness for 
a wrong, we are very likely to think, 
or even to say, “I'll forgive, but I can- 
not forget.” 

3 ‘ 


Only as Christ makes it possible can 
we forgive like God. When He lived 
on this earth in a human body He for- 
gave in this supernatural way. When, 
today, He lives in your heart and mine, 
He still can forgive in this same way. 
Will you let Him do so, by taking your 
hands off the controls of your life and 
yielding to His loving control? 

PHILADELPHIA.’ 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, DD, 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessens, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


March 4 to 10 


Mon., Mar. 4.—Matthew 18:1-6. 
Who Is Greatest? 


Prayer Succestions: “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
Our Lord, the greatest of all who ever 
were or ever can be on earth, tells us 
who shall be greatest in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Although He made the 
worlds, and holds all things together, 
when He appeared here among us in 
a tabernacle of flesh, He was the most 
“meek and lowly” of all dwellers on the 
earth, and seen to be so by all the an- 
gels of God. Christlikeness is man’s 
real greatness. Can you say, “The life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, 4nd gave himself for me”? (Gal. 
2:20.) Can others see Jesus in you? 
Pray for God’s work in Guatemala, 


Tues., Mar. 5—Matthew 18:10-14. 
The One Sheep. 


PraYER SuccestTions: “It is not the will 
of your Father .. . in. heaven, that one 
of these little ones should perish.” Some 
people believe an ad in a newspaper 
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KESWICK CONVENTION 
ENGLAND 
SUMMER 1957 

Why not join a group who will be enjoying 
the fellowship of Christians and the inspiring 
ministry at KESWICK CONVENTION inthe 
heart of the beautiful English Lake District. 

The tour will include the opportunity of 
visiting many historic and interesting places 
in Britain and on the continent of Europe in 
company with Christians from Britain. , 

The cost of this wonderful opportunity is 
surprisingly low. For full information write: 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Box 121 Haddonfield, New Jersey 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Mar. 10) Feb. 23, 1957” 


quicker than the words of the infinitely 
holy and faithful Creator. If God’s 
truth were to move our hearts as defi- 
nitely as even a cigarette ad influences 
a smoker, child evangelism and other 
evangelism essential for the salvation 
of young and old would be more in 
evidencé. Pray for Christ’s workers in 
Egypt. 


Wed., Mar. 6.—Matthew 18:15-20. 
If Sinned Against. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If thy brother 
shall trespass against thee.” The world 
is full of sin; and all, especially Chris- 
tians, are liable to be hurt by sinners 
and sinning saints. It is bad when it 
happens in the family and in the social 
circle, but worse when it occurs in a 
church. Roots of bitterness which 
spring up defile many when brothers sin 
against brothers. Our Lord’s rule for 
His people in cases of this sort is defi- 
nite. Many know it; not all observe and 
do what He commands. Have you 
obeyed your Lord in this? Pray for 
God’s servants working in the Pesca- 
dores (near Formosa). 
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VITASAFE CORP., 331-3 
43 West 61st Street, New York 23, W. Y. 
Please send me free a 30-day supply of the proven 
VITASAFE CP Compechenaive Formula) rae. 
and full information about the VITASAFE 
I am not under any oblization to buy any additonal 
vitamins, and after trying my free sample supply 
1 will ACCEPT OR REJECT the benefits and 
— savings offered by the VITASAFE Plan. 
case, the trial month’s supply of 30 
VITASAFE Capsules is mine to use free. 
I ENCLOSE 25¢ (coins or stamps) to help pay for 
packing and postage. 


Name 
Address .. 


Gty 

This offer is limited to those who have never before 

taken advantage of this generous trial. Only one 
tria) supply per family. 
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Thurs., Mar. 7.—Matthew 19:16-22. 
What Do I Lack? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What lack I 
yet?” The young. man in question 
looked up his own record and pro- 
nounced it good. He kept his own de- 
portment card and gave himself one 
hundred, but the Lord looked not at 
practices alone—He looked at the cov- 
etous heart of the man. Light on his 
state of soul and on his peril is given 
in 1 Timothy 6:9-11. Paul echoes our 
Lord’s counsel to that young sinner. It 
is set forth clearly in verses 17-21 of 
the same chapter. Pray for your friends 
who are making money and forgetting 
God, 


Fri., Mar. 8.—Matthew 19:23-30. 
Who Can Be Saved? 


PRAYER SuGcesTIons: “When His dis- 
ciples heard it, they were exceedingly 


amazed, saying,: Who then can be 
saved?” The disciples were influenced 
by the young man’s testimony. Our 


Lord judged nothing by the sight of the 
eyes and the hearing of the ears, Char- 
acter is what He examined. He saw 
self-righteousnesgs, self-sufficiency, and 
self-gratification in souls and passed 
over what they said with their tongues. 
Difficult as it is for a rich man to change 
himself, yet God is able to save men of 
the money-mad class. Pray for sOme re- 
markable conversions among those who 
are rich in this world 


Sat., Mar. 9.—Matthew 20:20-28. 
The Place of Honor. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your 
minister.” Our Lord repeats His com- 
mandment, for He would have us know 
that His grace is reserved for the lowly. 
In the Kingdom of God we get on and 
up by the reverse of the ways of the 
world. Our lowly Lord is honored 
above every name because gle humbled 
Himself. Spurgeon says that the turn 
of his life into channels of blessing oc- 
curred when God brought home to his 
heart Jeremiah 45:5. Pray for ‘radio 
station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. 


Sun., Mar. 10.—Matthew 20: 29-34. 
Two Blind Men. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “They cried 
the more, saying, Have mercy on us, 
O Lord . . . So Jesus had compassion 
on them.” The two men knew their 
need, and were not to be denied by 
the rebuke of the crowd that sur- 
rounded Christ. “They cried the 


more.” And Christ heard, and had 
compassion. Compassidh has been 
defined as “pity in action.” Christ 


flot only felt sorry for them, but He 
did something about their plight. He 
will do just this when we cry to Him. 
The tragedy is that some do not re- 
alize their need, and do not cry to 
Him. Pray for East Pakistan. 
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